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Week Ending Friday, August 5, 1988 


Radio Address to the Nation on Aid to 
the Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance 


July 30, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

What a moment of hope it was 1 year ago 
when Central American leaders concluded 
their meeting in Guatemala. The Sandinista 
government of Nicaragua, a communist 
regime fighting a civil war against 15,000 
Nicaraguan freedom fighters opposed to 
their oppression, agreed to a series of 
sweeping democratic reforms. If carried 
out, those reforms would have ended the 
killing and brought peace to Nicaragua and 
Central America. It would also have meant 
that Nicaragua would at last join the family 
of free, democratic natioris. 


At first, there were a few hopeful signs. 


To much media fanfare, the opposition 
newspaper in Nicaragua, La Prensa, was re- 
opened. Independent radio stations were al- 
lowed to broadcast again. A few political 
prisoners were released, and _ political 
groups were allowed more latitude. Most 
important, Sandinistas finally agreed to the 
freedom fighters’ request for direct negotia- 
tions for a peaceful, democratic settlement. 

Now, the main reason the Sandinistas 
agreed to those steps a year ago was the 
steady progress of the freedom fighters, in- 
cluding important battlefield victories like 
the one at Los Minas. But tragically, at the 
very moment when continued strength and 
determination by the United States might 
have meant the continued success of the 
peace plan, the United States House of Rep- 
resentatives decided, and by only a very 
narrow margin, to refuse my request for 
further effective aid to the freedom fight- 
ers. This, of course, removed the principal 
prod—the military victories and popular 
success of the freedom fighters—to Sandi- 
nista participation in the peace plan and 
sent an immediate signal of American 
weakness to the Communists. 

This failure to support the freedom fight- 
ers has had costly and sad consequences, 


just how costly and sad we’ve seen during 
the past few weeks. Communist Sandinista 
leader Daniel Ortega has been visiting 
Castro in Cuba and voicing solidarity with 
the tyrant who has brought so much sadness 
and misery to that country. While in Nica- 
ragua, a renewed attack on political dissent 
is being led by the head of the secret 
police, Thomas Borge, a dedicated Commu- 
nist and grim, hardened repressor of human 
rights whose office, according to our Com- 
mission on Organized Crime, has also been 
actively engaged in the international drug 
trade. Acting under the orders of the Com- 
munist leaders and Borge’s supervision, San- 
dinista police and goon squads have brutally 
broken up a peaceful demonstration by 
3,000 Nicaraguans. Opposition leaders were 
jailed or beaten and now sentenced to 
prison. Political, religious liberties have 
again been curtailed. The Communists or- 
dered the Catholic Archbishop to shut 
down the Catholic radio station. And for 
almost 2 weeks the independent newspa- 
per, La Prensa, was refused permission to 
publish. And the American ambassador was 
expelled. 

And yet, while the cutoff of aid to the 
freedom fighters was a dreadful mistake, 
getting the cause of peace and freedom 
back on track, not recrimination, must now 
be our goal. There is a chance for real bi- 
partisan consensus in support of renewed 
contra aid. Indeed, one of its strong sup- 
porters has recently been named to be the 
Vice Presidential candidate of the Demo- 
cratic Party. Senator Bob Dole intends soon 
to offer legislation to renew effective assist- 
ance to the freedom fighters. The final de- 
tails are being worked out. And I urge the 
Members of the Senate to support the aid 
package, and I also ask the House of Repre- 
sentatives to move speedily and favorably 
on the Senate legislation. Meanwhile, we 
continue to pursue aggressively our diplo- 
matic efforts with the Central American de- 
mocracies. 
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So much is at stake. A few years ago, 
there were those who said the cause of free- 
dom and democracy was lost in El Salvador. 
Well, perhaps some of you remember that 
incredible scene when the people of that 
country defied Communist threats and bul- 
lets to march to the polls and vote for de- 
mocracy. The American aid package that 
helped make democracy victorious in El 
Salvador passed by only two votes in the 
House. But pass it did, and democracy did 
come. 

A few weeks ago, both Vice President 
Bush and I visited the bedside of one of the 
heroes of that struggle, President Duarte of 
El Salvador. President Duarte has had no 
easy life. He has been continually threat- 
ened by extremists of both left and right. 
His daughter was kidnaped by Communist 
guerrillas. And now, while in a desperate 
struggle with cancer, he continues to lead 
his nation on the high road to democracy. I 
cannot tell you how deeply moved Vice 
President Bush and I were by our visit to 
this brave and remarkable man and how 
determined we both were that his dream 
for his people and all the peoples of Central 
America should be made a reality: the 
dream of peace and freedom for every 
man, woman, and child. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from Camp David, MD. 


Remarks on Meeting the Eastern High 
School Choir of Washington, DC 


August 1, 1988 


The President. How do you say some- 
thing when there’s a lump as big as a tennis 
ball in your throat? You know, every morn- 
ing they hand me a schedule that tells me 
where I’m supposed to be. Believe me, I’ve 
been looking forward to this all day. And 
seeing and hearing all of you beats a budget 
briefing any day. [Laughter] 

Your talent is manifest; your brilliant per- 
formance in Europe was an inspiration to 
all of us. I don’t need to tell you about the 


kind of world class competition you were 
up against or the fact that a good many of 
your competitors had plenty more resources 
behind them than you did. But you did 
have advantages: first, your talent; second, 
your commitment and determination—you 
practiced endlessly, sometimes in Latin or 
German, and you raised the money for the 
trip yourselves; third, the wonderful people 
behind you—and here I mean your parents, 
families, and friends; and most of all you 
had a secret weapon whose name was Joyce 
Garrett [choir director]. And, Joyce, I know 
how proud you are of all these young 
people. But you know what, I have a feel- 
ing they’re proud of you, too. Am I right on 
that? 

Choir Members. Yes! 

The President. Well, I know there are 
many others to thank. Maudine Cooper and 
all the friends of Eastern Choir did a won- 
derful job of helping all of you get to 
Europe. 

Also Mel Bradley [Special Assistant to the 
President for Policy Development] has sent 
me some newspaper clippings about you. 
And I think you’ve been saying some very 
important things. Your choir president, Fre- 
dericka Gordon, brought to life your inter- 
national tour and that prize you won in 
Vienna: “A lot of times before we even fin- 
ished our song,” she told the Post, “they 
were up on their feet screaming. Some- 
times you felt like saying, ‘Okay, okay, but 
wait till the song is over.’ ” [Laughter] 

And I think Edward Love said something 
important, too, about what all this meant to 
you and to us. He said, “It makes me very 
aware that as a person I can do something 
and share with other people. I know people 
who use and sell drugs, but I don’t get 
caught up in that crowd. I want to look 
back and say, ‘I went to Europe and experi- 
enced great pleasure in singing songs and 
representing my country, my school.’” 
Well, that you did—all of you. And all of 
us—your families, friends, classmates, com- 
munity, and country—are proud of the tre- 
mendous job you did over there. You’ve 
competed against the best the world had to 
offer, and you came out ahead. And Amer- 
ica takes pride in you today. 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988 / Aug. 1 


So, thank you again for brightening our 
day at the White House, and my warmest, 
best wishes to each of you for the future, 
and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. The 
Eastern High School Choir placed second in 
the Vienna International Youth Music Festi- 
val. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting a 
Protocol to the France-United States 
Convention on Taxation 


August 1, 1988 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice 
and consent to ratification, the Protocol to 
the Convention between the United States 
of America and the French Republic with 
respect to Taxes on Income and Property of 
July 28, 1967, as amended by the Protocols 
of October 12, 1970, November 24, 1978, 
and January 17, 1984, which Protocol and 
related exchange of notes were signed at 
Paris on June 16, 1988. I also transmit for 
the information of the Senate the report of 
the Department of State with respect there- 
to. 

The main purpose of the Protocol is to 
modify the Convention to take into account 
the provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 
1986. In addition, the Protocol will permit 
France to exempt USS. citizens resident in 
France from French tax on their U.S.- 
source investment income. 

It is most desirable that this Protocol, to- 
gether with the related exchange of notes, 
be considered by the Senate as soon as pos- 
sible and that the Senate give advice and 
consent to ratification. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 1, 1988. 


Proclamation 5843—Helsinki Human 
Rights Day, 1988 


August I, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Thirteen years ago, 33 European states, 
the United States, and Canada signed the 
Helsinki Final Act of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe. In so 
doing, we and the other signatories under- 
took a sacred commitment to the principles 
of freedom, self-determination, and human 
dignity. The Helsinki Final Act acknowl- 
edged the fundamental interrelationship of 
human rights, economic relations, and secu- 
rity considerations in the overall conduct of 
affairs within and among states. The Final 
Act recognized that there can be no true 
international security without respect for 
basic political and civil rights; that econom- 
ic ties can contribute to security, but only if 
based upon open relations among peoples; 
and that security and confidence can also 
be improved through the free exchange of 
information. 

That historic meeting in Helsinki has 
spawned a dynamic process that we in the 
United States regard as one of the most 
important developments in East-West rela- 
tions in the post-World War II period. The 
work begun at Helsinki to eliminate the 
barriers that divide East and West has been 
carried on in three follow-up meetings 
during the intervening years. At present we 
are working with the delegations from all 
the signatory states in Vienna to advance 
our cherished objectives of freedom, open- 
ness, and security. 

While progress has occurred in reducing 
the tensions between East and West, the 
Soviet Union and other states of the East 
have not fully lived up to the commitments 
undertaken at Helsinki. Respect for human 
rights in these countries continues to fall far 
short of the standards set forth in the Final 
Act, as well as in the document issued at 
the conclusion of the Madrid review confer- 
ence in 1983. Freedom of movement, con- 
science, and religion are still shackled by 
unreasonable and arbitrary government 
controls. Individuals such as Ukrainian Hel- 
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sinki monitors Ivan Kandyba and Ivan So- 
kulsky and Lithuanian Catholic priest Sigi- 
tas Tamkevicius, whose only “crime” was to 
monitor the Soviet Government’s compli- 
ance with the Helsinki Final Act and speak 
out in behalf of political and religious free- 
dom, remain in Soviet labor camps. The 
free flow of ideas and information from 
abroad and within Eastern Europe is. still 
impeded. 


A few short weeks ago I stood in Finlan- 
dia Hall—the historic building in which the 
Helsinki Final Act was signed. I reiterated 
the commitment of the American people to 
continue to work to bring down the barriers 
that have so cruelly divided the European 
continent for 4 decades. However, it bears 
reminding that those barriers were erected 
by the East, and so much of the demolition 
work will necessarily fall to those states. We 
are encouraged by recent hopeful pro- 
nouncements coming from the Soviet Union 
and its allies; we await further concrete 
progress in the treatment of all individuals 
in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 
and positive steps in the Vienna meeting to 
give those pronouncements substance. 


It is appropriate that we mark this 13th 
anniversary of the signing of the Final Act 
by setting aside a special day to reflect 
upon and to renew our dedication to the 
values of human dignity and freedom em- 
bodied in that farsighted document. On this 
occasion, we call upon all signatories of the 
Final Act to honor in full its solemn princi- 
ples. Let us pledge to spare no effort in 
striving toward this goal. 


The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
338, has designated August 1, 1988, as “Hel- 
sinki Human Rights Day” and has author- 
ized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in its observance. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim August 1, 1988, as Helsinki 
Human Rights Day. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of August, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
eight, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and thirteenth. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:46 p.m., August 1, 1988] 


Statement on the Fair Housing Act 
Amendments 


August 1, 1988 


The Senate is scheduled to consider short- 
ly legislation we have long sought to 
strengthen, the Fair Housing Act. That act 
prohibits discrimination in housing based on 
race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. I 
am extremely pleased at the swift congres- 
sional response to the call in my legislative 
message at the beginning of this session of 
Congress for the enactment of new civil 
rights legislation to strengthen the Fair 
Housing Act. Among other things, the legis- 
lation extends the protection of the act to 
prohibit housing discrimination against 
those with handicaps, one of my key legisla- 
tive goals. 

Today I received a welcome report from 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Sam Pierce and Attorney General Ed 
Meese that a package of amendments with 
broad support has been fashioned to further 
improve the bill that the House of Repre- 
sentatives passed in June. The package en- 
sures appropriate roles for Federal, State 
and local government in protecting the 
housing rights of persons with handicaps, 
improves arrangements for the conduct of 
lawsuits by the Federal Government to en- 
force the act, and protects the rights of 
older Americans. 

I urge the Senate and then the House to 
pass the bill swiftly, to advance the day 
when I will receive from the Congress the 
landmark civil rights bill for which we have 
worked so long and hard. 


Nomination of Roberts T. Jones To Be 
an Assistant Secretary of Labor 


August 1, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Roberts T. Jones to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Labor (Employment 
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and Training). He would succeed Roger 
Dale Semerad. 

Since 1985 Mr. Jones has been Deputy 
Assistant Secretary at the Employment and 
Training Administration for the Depart- 
ment of Labor in Washington, DC. Mr. 
Jones has been with the Department of 
Labor since 1972, serving in several posi- 
tions: as Administrator of the Office of Job 
Training Programs for the Employment and 
Training Administration, 1981-1985; as Ad- 
ministrator of the Office of Management 
Assistance for the Employment and Train- 
ing Administration, 1978-1981; and director 
of the Office of Community Employment 
Programs for the Employment and Training 
Administration, 1974-1978. 

Mr. Jones graduated from the University 
of Redlands (B.A., 1962). He was born April 
24, 1940, in Visalia, CA. He served in the 
U.S. Air Force, 1962-1966. He is married, 
has three children, and resides in Alexan- 
dria, VA. 


Appointment of Robert L. Woodson as 
a Member of the National Commission 
on Children 


August 1, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Robert L. Woodson to be a 
member of the National Commission on 
Children for a term expiring March 31, 
1989. This is a new position. 

Since 1981 Mr. Woodson has been presi- 
dent of the National Center for Neighbor- 
hood Enterprise in Washington, DC. Prior 
to this he was director of the American En- 
terprise Institute’s Neighborhood Revitaliza- 
tion Project, 1977-1981, and a resident 
fellow at the American Enterprise Institute 
since 1977. He was a fellow for the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, 1977- 
1978. He was director of the Administration 
of Justice Division at the National Urban 
League, 1972-1977; director of U.S. pro- 
grams for the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee, 1969-1972; and executive di- 
rector for the Media Fellowship House, 
1967-1969. Mr. Woodson was also a psychi- 
atric social worker for the Chester County 


Mental Health Center in Pennsylvania, 
1965-1967. 

Mr. Woodson graduated from Cheyney 
State University (B.S., 1962) and the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania (M.S., 1965). He was 
born April 8, 1937, in Philadelphia, PA. He 
served in the United States Air Force, 
1954-1958. He is married, has four chil- 
dren, and resides in Silver Spring, MD. 


Nomination of Marvin Hamlisch To Be 
a Member of the National Council on 
the Arts 


August 1, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Marvin Hamlisch to be a 
member of the National Council on the 
Arts, National Foundation on the Arts and 
the Humanities, for a term expiring Sep- 
tember 3, 1994. He would succeed Allen 
Drury. 

Mr. Hamlisch is a composer and perform- 
er, creating musical scores such as “They’re 
Playing our Song,” and the Tony and Pul- 
itzer Prize winning score for “A Chorus 
Line.” Some of his best known works in- 
clude the songs “The Way We Were,” “The 
Spy Who Loved Me,” and the score from 
“The Sting.” 

Mr. Hamlisch graduated from Queens 
College (B.A., 1967). He was born June 2, 
1944, in New York City, where he currently 
resides. 


Remarks at a Fundraising Reception for 
Senator William V. Roth, Jr., of 
Delaware 


August 1, 1988 


Thank you, and thank you, Bill, for that 
most generous and kind introduction. That’s 
the fine thing about this job: People start 
talking that way about you, and all you can 
do is sit there and modestly take it. [Laugh- 
ter] But thank you all, and let me say a 
special thank you to Delaware’s National 
Committeewoman, Priscilla Rakestraw, and 
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the finance chairman for Bill’s campaign, 
Dick Collins. 

We're here tonight not just to hear about 
a friend of his State and of his nation but to 
help make sure that one of the most vision- 
ary and effective men to serve in this cen- 
tury is returned to the United States Senate 
in November. And I'll bet you know I’m 
talking about Senator Bill Roth. 

You know, when I think of what having 
Bill Roth in the Senate has meant to the 
country, when I think of the landmark leg- 
islation he’s sponsored and the way that 
that legislation has changed not only our 
nation but the entire world, it reminds me 
of something a great Hollywood producer, 
Sam Goldwyn, one of the founders of MGM, 
once said when he got worked up about a 
script. Sam Goldwyn had a way with words. 
He said, “That story is wonderful. It’s mag- 
nificent. It’s prolific.” [Laughter] Well, yes, 
wonderful, magnificent, prolific describe 
the career and contributions to America of 
Bill Roth. For 22 years, he has served in 
Congress, 18 of those years in the Senate. 
How has he changed America? Let me 
count the ways. 

Bill has been a leader in uncovering gov- 
ernment waste. He was a strong supporter 
of the Grace commission [President’s Pri- 
vate Sector Survey on Cost Control in the 
Federal Government] and has pushed for 
implementation of the Commission’s recom- 
mendations—recommendations that went 
Department by Department throughout the 
entire Government. And out of 2,160 rec- 
ommendations, we have, to date, imple- 
mented 1,426, or 66 percent of them. And 
we estimate that this year alone we have 
saved about $41 billion. Bill Roth deserves a 
lot of credit for these achievements. : 

In another area, the environment, last 
week the news magazines finally caught up 
with Bill. Both Time and Newsweek ran 
stories on ocean dumping. Well, for years 
Bill has been working to stop ocean dump- 
ing and the burning of toxic waste off the 
Delaware coast. 

Some candidates talk about family and 
traditional values. Bill works to foster and 
. protect them. He led the fight to save IRA’s 
and to encourage their use for college edu- 
cation. He’s among the Senate’s leaders in 
the fight against child pornography. And he 
helped persuade the Motion Picture Asso- 
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ciation to tighten the rating guidelines for 
movies that portray drug use. 

Finally, of course, without Bill Roth’s 
help, would there or could there have been 
the Roth-Kemp tax cut? That tax cut ush- 
ered in the longest peacetime economic ex- 
pansion on record. Since our expansion 
began, America has created more than 17 
million new jobs, and the real income of the 
typical American family has grown by more 
than 10 percent, compared to a 3 percent 
drop during the previous administration. 
Some predicted that Roth-Kemp would 
launch a new round of inflation. Instead, 
inflation today is a third of what it was the 
day we took office. Others said it would 
take from the poor and give to the rich. Yet 
today Americans with the most income pay 
more of our total income taxes than before 
Roth-Kemp and our subsequent tax reform 
bill, while millions of the poorest now pay 
no Federal income tax at all. 

Let me give you an idea of what rising 
incomes and lower inflation, together with 
the lower interest rates that have come 
with low inflation, have meant to American 
families. According to the National Associa- 
tion of Realtors, in the year we took office, 
the average American family made only 74 
percent of the income it needed to buy a 
home. For many families, particularly new 
families, affordable housing was quickly be- 
coming a memory of the past. Today the 
average family makes 114 percent of what 
it needs to buy a home. The American 
dream of owning a home is in reach of 
American families once again. 

Yes, America is in a new era of opportuni- 
ty. Some have called it the Reagan era, but 
I could as easily call it the Roth era because 
Bill Roth is one of those we can thank for 
more people being at work this year than at 
any time in the history of the United States 
of America. 

I have to add something here. I was sur- 
prised myself—I didn’t know too much 
about the statisticians—as to what they con- 
sidered the potential employment pool in 
America. It is everybody, male and female, 
from the age of 16 and up—all the way up. 
Today the greatest percentage of that pool 
is employed—62.6 percent—than ever in 
the history of our country before. 
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A certain candidate recently said that if 
he has his way next January the Reagan era 
will be over. Does he want to end the era 
of lower tax rates and higher real income 
for families, record numbers of jobs, low 
inflation and interest rates, steady growth, 
and respect, not just lip-service, to families? 
The American people may have a thing or 
two to say about that. 

That same candidate claims that he has 
balanced 10 budgets in a row. But as one 
newspaper wrote recently, his budget is 
“not balanced in any recognizable sense of 
the word. His budget includes almost a half 
a billion dollars of new borrowing, drawing 
reserves and tapping pension funds, and the 
kind of creative accounting that nearly sent 
New York City to the poor house just a few 
years ago. No wonder his Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor slipped out of Atlanta before the ac- 
ceptance speech, telling reporters, “I need 
to get back into the State, Massachusetts, 
and start picking up the pieces.” 

America this year has come to a divide in 
the road. Take one fork and we continue in 
the direction that Bill Roth has helped 
chart. Take the other and in 4 years all of 
us may be picking up the pieces. Today 
America has peace and prosperity, growth 
and opportunity. We can re-elect them or 
turn to the liberal alternative. It’s no secret 
which way I want to go: Come January, I 
want Bill Roth in the Senate and George 
Bush in the White House. 

And this brings me to a pivotal point. 
Electing a new President is only half of de- 
ciding which way America will go. The 
other half is electing a new Congress. None 
of what Bill and I have accomplished the 
last 8 years could have been achieved had 
we not had a Republican Senate for 6 of 
those years. So, I hope you'll not only help 
Bill return to the Senate but help him get a 
little more company there as well. Think of 
it as an Inauguration Day present for Presi- 
dent Bush. 

Each of us can contribute to Bill’s cam- 
paign in his or her way. The foundation of a 
successful campaign is hard work and the 
dedication of loyal supporters, like Priscilla 
and Dick and every one of you here. Yes, if 


anyone in America has loyal supporters, it’s 
Bill Roth, and he deserves your support. 

For all you’re doing for him and for our 
beloved nation, thank you, and God bless 
you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:52 p.m. in 
the Atrium at the National Building 
Museum. 


Letter to the Speaker and the Ranking 
Minority Member of the House on the 
Civil Liberties Act of 1987 


August 1, 1988 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Bob:) 

We welcome the action of the House- 
Senate conference on H.R. 442, a bill to 
provide compensation for Americans of Jap- 
anese descent interned in the United States 
during the Second World War. The bill re- 
ported from the conference and passed by 
the Senate on July 27 is substantially im- 
proved over the versions of the bill previ- 
ously considered. 

We are particularly pleased that the bill 
provides for a measured disbursement of 
the amounts authorized for the trust fund 
and ensures that acceptance of compensa- 
tion under the legislation fully satisfies 
claims against the United States based on 
the unique circumstances of the intern- 
ment. 

The enactment of H.R. 442 will close a 
sad chapter in American history in a way 
that reaffirms America’s commitment to the 
preservation of liberty and justice for all. 

I urge the House of Representatives to 
act swiftly and favorably on the bill. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Jim 
Wright, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Robert H. Michel, ranking mi- 
nority member of the House of Representa- 
tives. The letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on August 2. 
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Statement on the Worker Adjustment 
and Retraining Notification Act 
August 2, 1988 


One of my guiding principles has been to 
reduce the intrusion of the Federal govern- 
ment into the lives of all Americans. I be- 
lieve that principle has served this country 
well. During the current economic expan- 
sion we have created over 17 million new 
jobs—mostly high-quality and full-time—the 
unemployment rate is the lowest in 14 
years, and more people are now at work in 
America than ever before. Our economic 
policies have produced plant openings and 
job opportunities. But the Congress has 
taken a step in the wrong direction by pass- 
ing the plant closing legislation. 

If we are to be competitive, America 
must be able to adapt to changing condi- 
tions here and abroad. We cannot stand 
still, We must be flexible enough to meet 
the challenges of the future. 

While this legislation was pending, I 
heard from workers whose jobs would have 
been lost and businesses whose doors would 
have closed if the law were in effect. In the 


words of one businessman, “if plant closing 
legislation had been in force during our 
time of restructuring . . . we would be his- 
tory, and no one would be employed here, 
and no products would be coming off the 


line . .. we would not be an American 
manufacturer /employer today!” 

Workers should be given as much notice 
as possible when a business is forced to 
resort to layoffs, or to close altogether. 
Compassion demands no less. But the Fed- 
eral government’s mandating that business- 
es under virtually all conditions must give 
60-days’ iuotice—even if doing so eliminates 
any chance to save the company—is not a 
proper course. We should not go down the 
road of European labor policy—a_ policy 
that has resulted in no net job growth in 
the last decade. The European experience 
has proven that notification mandated by 
law does not create or save one job. Nor 
does it assist those who find themselves 
without work—it does just the opposite. 
Plant closing restrictions have resulted in 
fewer plant openings. 

Federal law, unlike negotiations between 
labor and management, cannot anticipate 
the variety of individual circumstances 
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faced by workers and firms. Federal laws 
like this one are counterproductive. Unfor- 
tunately, some in the Congress have been 
more interested in scoring political points 
with organized labor than in saving work- 
ers’ jobs. To make matters worse, the 
Senate leadership refuses to even consider 
important trade legislation until final action 
is taken on the plant closing bill. 

I salute those in the Congress who sup- 
ported me on this issue. They saw beyond 
the parochial interest and voted for the na- 
tional interest. They were right. But the 
national interest now dictates that the ma- 
jority in the Congress must be forced to 
stop playing politics. Therefore, in order to 
end these political shenanigans and to get 
on with the business of the Nation—espe- 
cially enacting responsible trade legisla- 
tion—I have decided to allow the plant clos- 
ing bill to become law but without my sig- 
nature. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 2, 1988. 


Note: S. 2527 became law on August 4, 
upon the expiration of the 10-day period 
allowed for Presidential action. S. 2527 was 
assigned Public Law No. 100-379. 


Statement Announcing a Federal 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
Epidemic Action Plan 


August 2, 1988 


Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
(AIDS), caused by the human immunodefi- 
ciency virus (HIV), has moved through our 
society with tragic human consequences. It 
is a public health threat that has touched 
the lives of Americans with alarming speed 
and frightening consequences. It demands 
knowledge and attention by the best ex- 
perts in our society. I am today ordering a 
number of actions to focus the efforts of the 
Government and private sector on this hor- 
rible human problem. These directives will 
assure compassion toward those with the 
HIV infection, provide dignity and kindness 
in treatment and medical care, and require 
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that we inform and educate our citizens to 
prevent further spread of the disease. 

We are today adopting a 10-point action 
plan to advance the battle against AIDS and 
HIV consistent with the recommendations 
of the Presidential Commission on AIDS. It 
is a wide-ranging plan that calls on the 
action and cooperation of all levels of our 
society. As a first step, I am today directing 
that every Federal Agency adopt a policy 
based on Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) guidelines on how to treat HIV-in- 
fected persons in the workplace. I ask 
American businesses, unions, and schools to 
examine and consider adopting education 
and personnel policies based on the OPM 
and Centers for Disease Control guidelines. 
I am directing the Attorney General to pro- 
vide me with an expeditious review of how 
the Federal Government should provide di- 
rection and leadership in encouraging non- 
discrimination for HIV-infected individuals. 
We will also proceed to improve laboratory 
safety, accelerate drug approvals, evaluate 
the health care financing system, and 
pursue a multifocused international initia- 
tive, among other steps. I have asked Dr. 
Macdonald [Deputy Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for Drug Abuse Policy] to monitor our 
response to the Commission’s recommenda- 
tions and report to me in September. 


Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
for the Distinguished Rank Awards 
August 2, 1988 


Well, thank you. And, Connie, it’s good to 
see you and so many of the agency heads 
whose employees we're honoring here 
today. Welcome to the White House com- 
plex. White House complex—that’s because 
nothing in Washington is ever simple— 
[laughter|—well, almost nothing. 

Today we’re here to honor a quality that 
is both simple and noble: dedication, true 
dedication to public service. When our ad- 
ministration came to Washington nearly 8 
years ago, we promised the American 
people a government that would stop doing 
what it shouldn’t be doing and did a good 
job on all that was left. Today we’re honor- 
ing those who have helped us keep that 


promise. You’re the ones who have taken 
our broad policies and put them into prac- 
tice one day at a time. You’re the best of 
our senior career services, the men and 
women who stand out above all the rest, 
and we're here today to show our apprecia- 
tion for you. 

It’s been said that a bureaucrat is some- 
one who has a problem for every solution. 
[Laughter] And by that standard there isn’t 
a bureaucrat in the room today. You've 
taken the chances. You’ve exercised the 
judgment. You’ve found the solutions, and 
you’ve made them work. Thanks to you, as 
well as the agency heads you serve under 
and many of your colleagues, both political 
and nonpolitical, America today has, overall, 
the best run Federal Government we’ve 
ever had. 

I can’t mention all of you and what 
you’ve accomplished. But I thought that 
you'd like to hear a few examples of what 
some who share these awards with you 
today have achieved. For example, there’s 
Peter Allgeier, an Assistant U.S. Trade Rep- 
resentative. Under his direction, American 
negotiators obtained elimination of Korea’s 
import licensing restrictions on U.S. com- 
puters, on construction equipment, and on 
a wide range of consumer products. He’s 
won revisions of Singapore’s copyright law 
and the near elimination of Singapore’s ex- 
ports of pirated records, tapes, and video 
cassettes. And thanks to his work, improved 
patent and copyright laws have been nego- 
tiated with Korea and Taiwan, and America 
is far more able to protect its intellectual 
property in Asia. 

Another example, Stephen Higgins, Di- 
rector of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Firearms and a frontline commander in 
the fight against armed career criminals 
and armed drug traffickers. He has pio- 
neered the use of firearms laws against the 
drug cartels, using those laws much as other 
“G-men” once used the tax laws against Al 
Capone. Congress and the press have joined 
in admiring the extraordinary work that he 
and the men and women of his agency have 
done against the Jamaican cocaine distribu- 
tion organization. And anytime you can get 
Congress and the press to agree with those 
of us in the administration on anything 
you’ve done something right. [Laughter] 
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Doing something right must run in the 
family. Stephen’s brother Maurice, who’s 
executive director for contracting in the 
Naval Air Systems Command, is also receiv- 
ing an award. He’s a big reason the price 
the Government pays for major Naval air- 
craft did not go up one penny between 
1982 and 1987. I’m told Stephen and Maur- 
ice’s mother and stepfather have come all 
the way from Kansas to celebrate with their 
sons, and you both can be very proud. 

One last example, Dr. Janet Norwood, 
Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics. Employment, unemployment, price, 
productivity, and wage reports are among 
the most sensitive and significant data that 
the Federal Government produces. And 
yet, when we came into office, the. way we 
determined many of our economic statistics 
was badly out of date. Dr. Norwood has 
directed numerous improvements in nation- 
al data, including the revision of the Con- 
sumer Price Index, as well as improvements 
in employment and unemployment data for 
individual States. 

Every one of you has a story like these 
stories to tell. Every one of you has shown 
that an old ideal continues to live: that 
public service is a public trust. Every one of 
you deserves the gratitude of the entire 
Nation, and today we show that gratitude. 

So, thank you all, and God bless you. 

And now, with a little help, I'll present 
the Distinguished Service Awards—or Dis- 
tinguished Rank Awards. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to Constance J. Horner, Director of 
the Office of Personnel Management. 


Executive Order 12647—Miultilateral 
Investment Guarantee Agency 


August 2, 1988 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States of America, including Sec- 
tion 1 of the International Organizations 
Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288), Reorganiza- 
tion Plan No. 4 (30 F.R. 9353), and the Mul- 
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tilateral Investment Guarantee Agency Act 
(22 U.S.C. 290k), and in order to facilitate 
U.S. participation in the Multilateral Invest- 
ment Guarantee Agency, it is hereby or- 
dered that: 

Section 1. The Multilateral Investment 
Guarantee Agency, in which the United 
States participates pursuant to P.L. 100-202 
and the Convention establishing the Multi- 
lateral Investment Guarantee Agency, is 
hereby designated as a public international 
organization entitled to enjoy the privi- 
leges, exemptions, and immunities con- 
ferred by the International Organizations 
Immunities Act. This designation is not in- 
tended to abridge in any respect the privi- 
leges and immunities that such organization 
has acquired or may acquire by internation- 
al agreements or by statute. 

Sec. 2. Executive Order No. 11269, as 
amended, is further amended by deleting 
“and Inter-American Investment Corpora- 
tion,” and adding “Inter-American Invest- 
ment Corporation, and Multilateral Invest- 
ment Guarantee Agency” in sections 2c), 
3(d), and 7, respectively. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
August 2, 1988. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:26 p.m., August 2, 1988] 


Nomination of Lawrence J. Jensen To 
Be an Assistant Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency 


August 2, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Lawrence J. Jensen to be 
an Assistant Administrator (General Coun- 
sel) of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). He would succeed Francis S. 
Blake. 


Mr. Jensen is currently Acting General 
Counsel for the Environmental Protection 
Agency in Washington, DC. Prior to this he 
was an Assistant Administrator (Water Pro- 
grams) at EPA, 1985-1988. He was an Asso- 
ciate Solicitor at the Department of the In- 
terior, 1981-1985, and an associate in Jones, 
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Waldo, Holbrook, and McDonough in Salt 
Lake City, UT, 1979-1981. From 1976 to 
1979, he was a trial attorney in the Civil 
Division at the Department of Justice. 

Mr. Jensen graduated from the University 
of Utah (B.A., 1973) and Brigham Young 
University (J.D., 1976). He was born January 
17, 1950, in Salt Lake City, UT. He is mar- 
ried, has three children, and resides in 
Woodbridge, VA. 


Nomination of Donald M. Clark To Be 
a Member of the National Advisory 
Council on Educational Research and 
Improvement 


August 2, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Donald M. Clark to be a 
member of the National Advisory Council 
on Educational Research and Improvement 
for a term expiring September 30, 1991. He 
would succeed Donald Barr. 

Since 1979 Dr. Clark has been president 
and chief executive officer of the National 
Association for Industry-Education Coopera- 
tion in Amherst, NY. Prior to this he was 
executive director for the Niagara Falls 
Area Industry-Education Council, 1970- 
1979. He has also been director for the 
Center for Economic Education at State 
University College, 1966-1970. 

Dr. Clark graduated from Canisius Col- 
lege (B.S., 1950; M.A., 1952) and the Uni- 
versity of Buffalo (Ed.D., 1961). He was 
born February 11, 1929, in Buffalo, NY. He 
served in the U.S. Army Reserve, 1961- 
1983. Dr. Clark is married, has three chil- 
dren, and currently resides in Amherst, NY. 


Remarks Announcing the Veto of the 
National Defense Authorization Act, 
Fiscal Year 1989, and a Question-and- 
Answer Session With Reporters 
August 3, 1988 


The President. 1 have just now vetoed the 
defense authorization bill in the Oval 
Office. I think my reasons for this action 
can be plainly stated, if not seen. The bill 


would signal a basic change in the direction 
of our national defense: a change away from 
strength and proven success and back 
toward weakness and accommodation of the 
1970's. 

This decade opened with a weakened na- 
tional defense, totalitarian expansionism, 
and growing regional conflicts. All of these 
trends, as we move toward the close of the 
eighties, are being reversed. I just returned 
from Moscow after signing the first nuclear 
arms treaty in history that reduces nuclear 
missiles. There’s a Soviet pullout underway 
in Afghanistan. We see progress in settling 
regional conflicts, such as Cambodia and 
Angola and even in the Iran-Iraq war. Be- 
cause of our military presence and strong 
stand in the Persian Gulf, there is hope of a 
settlement. We’re also cautiously hopeful 
about democratic reform within the Eastern 
bloc itself. American prestige and power 
have been restored. We’ve dampened ag- 
gression and promoted peace. And we’ve 
come to an even greater realization of how 
much our renewed military strength has 
meant to all of us. But over time, the de- 
fense bill that I’ve just vetoed would have 
placed in jeopardy all of these diplomatic 
and strategic advances. It would endanger 
progress in arms negotiations by giving 
away our negotiating leverage without get- 
ting a single thing in return from the Sovi- 
ets. And this I shall not do. 

Second, the bill would gravely endanger 
the SDI program. No development has 
been more crucial to the progress in arms 
reduction negotiations than our decision 5 
years ago to proceed with a Strategic De- 
fense Initiative. The importance placed on 
this system by the Soviets is evidenced not 
only by the 20-year-long development of 
their own SDI but by their actions at the 
1986 summit. The American people under- 
stand the simple truth, the elementary 
logic, of having in place a defensive system 
that can protect this Nation from nuclear 
missile attack and may someday free the 
world of the nightmare of nuciear terror. 
And the American people have repeatedly 
expressed their agreement with this posi- 
tion. However, the way this bill restricts our 
proposed space-based interceptors would 
cripple the very concept of a space shield 
against nuclear attack. And I will not abide 
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this, particularly in view of the technical 
progress that SD! is making. They say this 
bill would take the “stars” out of Star Wars. 
With my veto today, I’m putting back the 
“T’—initiative—in SDI. 

So, the nearly 20-percent cut in SDI 
funding combined with the congressional 
restriction on the space-based component of 
the program amounts to this: gutting SDI. 
As I say, I will not abide it. I do not believe 
the American people will either. 

And again, I want to emphasize that this 
bill would mean unilateral concessions to 
the Soviets—concessions that would reduce 
my bargaining leverage at the conference 
table at the very moment when that lever- 
age has produced its most fruitful results. It 
cuts by 25 percent our strategic moderniza- 
tion funding request at the very moment 
when we’re negotiating a strategic arms re- 
duction treaty. It represents congressional 
micromanagement not only of key strategic 
defense programs but of delicate arms ne- 
gotiations. It would set a dangerous prece- 
dent of tying Presidential hands in arms ne- 
gotiations. 

I have been patient as the liberals in Con- 
gress attempted to erode our military 
strength, the strength that has provided the 
basis for our diplomatic success, but I can 
be patient no longer. Congress needs to get 
back to work and come up with a bill I can 
sign. These are issues of national security, 
and they must remain above partisan poli- 
tics. 

Yes? 


Defense Authorization Bill 


Q. Mr. President, what about the fact that 
the Democrats have in this bill more money 
than you, in fact, asked for? So, how do you 
respond to those who say that this is a polit- 
ical gambit on your-part, that this is parti- 
san politics for George Bush against Mike 
‘Dukakis, and that you’re vetoing a bill that 
would actually spend more on defense than 
you had even asked Congress for? 

The President. Well, the partisan politics 
is on the other side. And the fact that the 
total of the bill is within the budget re- 
quirements due to the fact that inside they 
have taken upon themselves to~ change 
where the spending is going to take place 
and remove it from some things and add it 
to others. 
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Q. What’s partisan about that? That’s 
what Congress and the Executive do all the 
time. 

The President. 1 don’t think—— 

Q. ——make choices. 

The President. 1 think there has to come 
a time when you depend on the experts 
and the people in the military—experts and 
all—and your own knowledge of what and 
where the money is most needed in the 
military, and not on what they’ve been 
doing—for example, not because we know 
that there is a partisan position in which 
there are a great many there who just don’t 
want SDI at all. Well, I think they’re buck- 
ing the tide because we’ve proven that SDI 
can be practical and can be a method of 
protecting us against a nuclear attack, and I 
think the overwhelming majority of the 
American people want that kind of protec- 
tion. 

Q. Mr. President, given the lateness in 
both the congressional season and the politi- 
cal season, do you not now risk getting no 
bill at all or a continuing resolution that 
would give you even less of what you seek 
in terms of defense? In other words, how 
much of this is going to result in an actual 
change as far as the budget is concerned, 
and how much sets the stage for a political 
debate later in the campaign? 

The President. Well, | think we have to 
recognize that the Senate had a good bill on 
this, and one that would have been appro- 
priate; and in conference they gave it too 
many things. And I just think that they 
have to recognize that we’ve got to come 
together and recognize each other’s views 
on what is necessary and what is essential. 

Q. Well, do you expect another bill 
before Congress goes out? 

The President. Well, the appropriations 
bill as it stands is one that I could sign and 
would sign. 


Downing of the Iranian Jetliner 


Q. Mr. President, are you ready to retract 
statements that you made when we downed 
the Iranian airliner? It seems that the 
report will show, apparently, according to 
reports today, that the crew panicked and 
that actually, you know, this sort of thing 
could probably happen again. 
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The President. Well, Helen [Helen 
Thomas, United Press International], I’ve 
read and seen and heard what is being said 
about the report and assigning the blame to 
the people in the radar room who were 
interpreting the radar signals and all. But I 
can’t comment because actually neither the 
military nor my office have received the 
report as yet, and as soon as we receive it 
and can go over it and study it ourselves, 
then we'll be able to comment. But—— 

Q. You have no preliminary indications 
of —— 

The President. No, and I don’t think that 
we could consider the report final until it 
has been submitted now. And how it has 
escaped before this took place—I have to 
feel the process has not been concluded. 


Secretary of the Treasury 


Q. Mr. President, who are you going to 
choose to replace Jim Baker as Secretary of 
the Treasury? 

The President. Hmmm. [Laughter] 

Q. The name is Brady B-r-a-d-y. 

The President. You know something, 
you’ve caught me here. I can’t remember 
just exactly some of the things—all that 
we're considering and whether we were 
ready to make an announcement on that 
situation. 

Q. Well, go ahead. [Laughter] 

Q. Yes, you were. 

Q. Feel free. 

The President. One announcement a day 
is enough. 


Defense Authorization Bill 


Q. Mr. President, you have said that this 
bill is a product of partisan politics, and 
you’ve accused liberals of playing politics 
with it, yet your own Secretary of Defense, 
Mr. Carlucci, urged you to sign the bill. 
Senator Warner from Virginia, the leading 
Republican on Armed Services, urged you 
to sign the bill. How can you say it’s a prod- 
uct of partisan politics and liberal politics if 
your own advisers told you to sign the bill? 

The President. Well, I think that the Sec- 
retary will abide by the decision that I have 
made. He had some questions, and he had 
some concerns of what might result from 
vetoing. And I have to say that the prepon- 
derance, however, of belief, and that from 
our own people in the legislature, was that 


the faults and flaws outweighed any of the 
concerns that were expressed by a few 
others. 

Q. But does this mean that Mr. Carlucci is 
soft on defense and for a weak defense—— 

The President. Oh, no. 

Q. ——as you’ve accused the sponsors of 
the bill of being? 

The President. No, not at all. He’s been 
doing a fine job, and as I say, I think you'll 
find that he is supportive of the action 
we've taken. 

Q. What has—— 

Q. Mr. President—— 

Mr. Fitzwater. Frank [Frank Sesno, Cable 
Network News], go ahead. 

Q. Thank you. Mr. President—— 

Q. Marlin, he called on me. 

The President. 1 had just—all right. 

Mr. Fitzwater. All right. Go ahead. 


The Vice President’s Role in the 
Decisionmaking Process 


Q. Mr. President, what has been Vice 
President Bush’s role in the two decisions— 
yesterday’s decision not to veto the plant 
closings bill and today’s decision to veto this 
defense authorization measure? 

The President. 1 think you’d find that we 
were in complete agreement in both these 
instances. 

Q. Did he advise you to take both of 
these courses? 

The President. Well, I know whether he 
agrees or disagrees on things, and he has 
been very careful of whether he seems to 
be overstepping or not in his present posi- 
tion. But he’s been a part not only of these 
but he’s been a part of every other major 
undertaking of our administration. 

Q. And you can’t tell us what his advice 
was. 

Q. Mr. President, on the subject of Vice 
President Bush, if I may—— 

Mr. Fitzwater. Let’s take one final ques- 
tion, Frank. 

The President. All right, is that the one 
we're taking? 

Mr. Fitzwater. That’s the one. 

The President. All right, you see how well 
we get along. [Laughter] 
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Public Support for the Vice President’s 
Candidacy for President 

Q. On the subject of Vice President Bush, 
both your plant-closing decision yesterday 
and today’s DOD authorization veto hinged 
not only on advice and counsel from the 
Vice President but also on what you and 
your advisers felt would help him political- 
ly. But I’m interested in what your explana- 
tion is for his great deficit in the polls. You 
have gone out of your way to say that he’s 
been an active Vice President. But appar- 
ently the American people don’t buy that, 
or if they do, they don’t like what they see. 

The President. Well, you all are aware of 
the power of the media, the power of the 
press. Maybe it has to do—something with 
the fact that for quite some considerable 
time now, ever since the decision was rec- 
ognized as final on the Democratic side, 
their candidate has been getting several 
times as much space and time in the press 
and the media than the Vice President has. 
Now, maybe when our convention takes 
place and there’s going to be some cover- 
age of that, maybe we'll see a change 
coming. I would think that a change would 
begin to come when the campaign really 
gets underway and we reveal how many 
falsehoods have been spread among the 
people by the opposition. 

Q. Mr. President, the back of the room, 
please. Mr. President, in the back of the 
room—give us a chance. 


Michael Dukakis 


Q. Do you feel that Michael Dukakis 
should make his medical records public? He 
has refused to make his medical records 
public—the first official for high office since 
Eagleton in 1972. He’s had his campaign 
representatives call up—unsolicited phone 
calls to newspapers saying he never had 
psychiatric care. He walked away from a 
question about that last Friday. Do you 
think the American people deserve to know 
whether he’s fit to govern by having his 
medical records made public? 

The President. Look, I’m not going to 
pick on an invalid. 

Q. Ohhbhh! 

Q. An invalid in what sense? 

Q. Mr. President, how do you happen to 
feel that you know more about—— 
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The President. Look, he has told you that 
that is the last question. 
Q. Invalid in what sense, sir? 


Defense Authorization Bill 


Q. Mr. President, how do you happen 
to—that you feel that you know more about 
what public opinion wants in the way of 
defense and the Congress, which spent 6 
months making compromises and taking 
testimony from military and other experts? 
Why do you think you know more? Don’t 
you think the public opinion in this country 
may have changed from wanting all-out 
money for the Defense Department to 
making some of that money be more bal- 
anced and go for other programs? 

The President. 1 can’t take any further 
questions, and you’re absolutely right. I just 
stay down and front—— 

Q. You can’t take any further questions? 
Well, why can’t you? That’s a good ques- 
tion, sir. 

The President. Maybe I'll start taking 
some further back. 

Q. Mr. President, why shouldn’t we un- 
freeze those assets if it could mean getting 
the hostages back? 

Q. If you take this woman’s question and 
you're not taking mine, why? 


Iran-U.S. Relations 


Q. Why are we standing so tough on 
Iran? 

The President. Because we're trying to 
bring peace in the Middle East. 


Note: The President spoke to reporters at 
10:20 a.m. in the Briefing Room at the 
White House. Marlin Fitzwater is Assistant 
to the President for Press Relations. 


Message to the House of 
Representatives Returning Without 
Approval the National Defense 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 1989 


August 3, 1988 


To the House of Representatives: 

I am returning without my approval H.R. 
4264, the National Defense Authorization 
Act, Fiscal Year 1989. 
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The bill’s provisions on strategic defense 
and arms control undercut the very founda- 
tion of our Nation’s security and our suc- 
cessful arms reduction efforts—to negotiate 
with the Soviets, we must do so from 
strength. On the basis of strength alone, we 
concluded the historic INF Treaty to elimi- 
nate an entire class of U.S. and Soviet nu- 
clear missiles. Only on the basis of strength 
can we continue to pursue our negotiations 
in Geneva for further arms reductions, in- 
cluding deep cuts in strategic forces. 

This bill would drastically curtail our Stra- 
tegic Defense Initiative (SDI) program, 
make unilateral concessions on arms con- 
trol, limit our strategic forces and their 
modernization, and sacrifice national de- 
fense requirements to the demands of paro- 
chial interests. It would needlessly concede 
military advantage to the Soviets, whose 
military programs are not similarly restrict- 
ed. The bill would signal a basic change in 
the future direction of our national de- 
fense—away from strength and proven suc- 
cess and back toward weakness and accom- 
modation. It would reward the Soviets for 
their words and not their deeds. This I shall 
not do. 

The bill would restrict, reorient, and limit 
funding for our Strategic Defense Initiative. 
Together, these restrictions and funding 
cuts would cripple our ability to fulfill the 
promise of effective strategic defense. The 
bill would hand the Soviet Union restric- 
tions on our Strategic Defense Initiative 
program they have long sought. It would 
limit critical funding for the space-based in- 
terceptor program, altering long-established 
priorities for the SDI and delaying unac- 
ceptably the development of technology to 
defend against missiles in the boost-phase, 
where defensive leverage is greatest. The 
Strategic Defense Initiative challenges our 
best scientists to find a way to deter war 
and protect what we value while threaten- 
ing no one. The use of advanced technol- 
ogies to defend—rather than destroy— 
offers the brightest hope for a more secure 
future. Most importantly, we owe our chil- 
dren an alternative to the current policy of 
deterrence based solely on the threat of nu- 
clear retaliation. 

The Congress must fully fund our vital 
Strategic Defense Initiative program with- 


out restricting research into promising tech- 
nologies. 

The bill would return us to the practice 
of rushing to give away our negotiating le- 
verage without receiving a single thing in 
return from the Soviets. 

Two such actions in this bill: 

Depressed Trajectory Missile Testing— 
The bill would prohibit depressed tra- 
jectory missile testing. Yet, the Con- 
gress admits that depressed trajectory 
testing is something it cannot define. 
So, the bill asks the Department of De- 
fense to define the action, after which 
the Department will be banned from 
conducting such tests unless such tests 
are undertaken by the Soviet Union. 
This hastily written provision usurps 
the President’s treaty negotiating au- 
thority and erodes the Senate’s treaty 
ratification responsibility. 

POSEIDON Retirements—The bill would 
require the United States to remove 
two of our POSEIDON ballistic missile 
submarines from active duty earlier 
than we had planned. The action is a 
vestige of thinly disguised congressional 
efforts to force the United States to 
comply unilaterally with numerical 
limits in the fatally flawed and unrati- 
fied SALT II treaty. In its current form, 
it would arbitrarily restrict U.S. strate- 
gic force levels by prematurely retiring 
POSEIDON submarines. There is no 
similar requirement for the Soviet 
Union. This would undermine both our 
strategic deterrent and our position in 
the START negotiations. 

The bill would cut 25 percent of the 
funds requested to continue modernization 
of our strategic forces at the same time we 
are pursuing strategic arms reductions. It 
does not assure our rail-mobile PEACE- 
KEEPER program—a program critical to 
ensuring the continued effectiveness of the 
land-based leg of the triad of forces we 
have relied upon for several decades. The 
Soviet Union continues, without letup, its 
own strategic modernization program 
which includes both new rail- and road- 
mobile ICBM’s. 

Part of the success we have experienced 
in the last several years rests squarely upon 
the modernization of our strategic forces, 
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which had witnessed a decade of neglec 
during the 1970’s. ' 

Our negotiators in Geneva have told us 
that the Strategic Defense Initiative and the 
strategic modernization program brought 
the Soviets back to the table in 1985. This 
helped us attain the first real cuts and begin 
to move even further toward more historic 
50-percent reductions in Soviet and Ameri- 
can strategic nuclear forces. Bolder agree- 
ments and deeper, stabilizing cuts are only 
possible if we maintain our resolve. The 
Congress must fully fund the modernization 
of our strategic forces. The Congress must 
stop tying the hands of our negotiators in 
Geneva. 

Finally, the bill would authorize a 
number of procurements that are clearly in 
the special interest of a few. Although the 
bill is within the overall levels of defense 
spending outlined in the bipartisan budget 
agreement, the Congress stayed within the 
agreement only by reducing vital programs 
and inserting billions of dollars for items not 
needed to defend our Nation. In short, the 
bill trades vitally needed defense muscle for 
the parochial interests of those in the Con- 
gress. 

There are a number of desirable provi- 
sions in this bill. In fact, the version passed 
by the Senate was one of the better defense 
bills in several years. The provisions for the 
readiness and modernization of our forces 
needed for a strong conventional deterrent, 
the authorized personnel levels, the needed 
pay raise for our men and women in uni- 
form, the support for multi-year procure- 
ment, and the responsible involvement of 
the Department of Defense in our war on 
drugs are all positive aspects of the bill. 
Unfortunately, the House version contained 
many unacceptable provisions, and the con- 
ference agreed on a bill more like the 
House version than the Senate version. 

In conclusion, I cannot accept H.R. 4264 
because it would undercut current US. 
arms control and negotiating efforts and re- 
direct funds from critical defense programs. 
I look forward to receiving from the Con- 
gress a responsible defense bill. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 3, 1988. 
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Remarks to Media Executives at a 
White House Briefing on Nicaragua 


August 3, 1988 


The President. A short time ago, I was 
down in the Press Room, and I attempted a 
joke in response to a question. I think I was 
kidding, but I don’t think I should have said 
what I said. But for some of those who were 
present in that room, I think I should tell 
them that I do believe the medical history 
of a President is something that people 
have a right to know. And I speak from 
personal experience. 

Q. Do you base your remark on any 
knowledge? 

The President. No. I was just trying to be 
funny, and it didn’t work. 

Q. Now we all want to know what you 
said. [Laughter] 

The President. | won’t repeat it again in 
front of them. 

I think that I will say I thank you all for 
coming, and I want to welcome you here 
today and begin by speaking briefly about 
Nicaragua. It was last August that the Sandi- 
nistas signed on to the Guatemala accord 
and once again pledged themselves to de- 
mocracy. And since then, two deadlines 
have passed. Neither were met. And last 
January, the four Central American democ- 
racies agreed that Nicaragua had failed to 
comply, had failed to democratize, and 
called for immediate Sandinista compliance. 
Then Congress cut off military aid to the 
freedom fighters, and the Sandinistas have 
become only more repressive. The chair- 
man of the Senate Intelligence Committee, 
Senator David Boren, said a few days ago, 
“The idea that if we removed all the pres- 
sure on the Sandinistas they would some- 
how then move to peace and democracy 
has been proven false.” Well, the fact is that 
it is only strong pressure on the Sandinistas 
from Nicaragua’s democratic resistance that 
offers any hope of keeping the compliance 
process alive. 

And for regional security, freedom is the 
bottom line. By guaranteeing freedom for 
the Nicaraguan people, we will also guaran- 
tee peace and stability for the rest of Cen- 
tral America. Senator Boren warned, as I 
have repeatedly, that Sandinista subversion 
poses the risk of “potential chaos in Central 
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America, all the way up to the Rio 
Grande.” I believe that the American 
people want to prevent that from happen- 
ing. But on matters of national security, the 
real issue is not whether it’s the popular 
thing, but whether it’s the right thing. 
Standing up for democracy, supporting 
freedom against communism, is the right 
thing. 

I know you've closely followed the state 
of press freedom in Nicaragua, and I ap- 
plaud that. Yes, you do this out of reciprocal 
interest, but also because the issue is funda- 
mental to you and to all of us. The Sandinis- 
tas have tried to eliminate the independent 
press because they want to carry out the 
rest of their program under cover of dark- 
ness. But despite arrests, beatings, death 
threats, midnight police visits, and violent 
mob attacks, the few Nicaraguan press out- 
lets not completely state-controlled have 
tried to keep truth alive for the Nicaraguan 
people. 

Three weeks ago, after a massive demon- 
stration was brutally put down by the 
regime, La Prensa’s headline told the story: 
“Sandinista Police Beat the People with 
Rifle Butts.” For that, the newspaper was 
shut down for 15 days. The church-run 
Radio Catélica was closed the same day and 
has still not reopened, and two independent 
radio news programs have since been sus- 
pended. 

Just 2 months after taking power, the 
Sandinista leadership, in a message meant 
only for the party faithful, wrote that “We 
are an organization whose greatest aspira- 
tion is to maintain revolutionary power.” A 
free press threatens that, and they will not 
tolerate one. 

So much of the discussion of Nicaraguan 
press freedom has narrowly focused on La 
Prensa and Radio Catdélica because not 
much else has survived. Two other daily 
newspapers were seized early on, as were 
all television stations and most radio sta- 
tions; and the Sandinistas have refused to 
give new radio or TV licenses. In Nicara- 
gua, public opinion polls are illegal, and 
free labor unions, opposition political par- 
ties, and the Catholic Church have been 
repeatedly denied the right to publish and 
are subject to violent intimidation and sup- 
pression. Early on, after shutting down a 
newspaper, one of the nine Sandinista com- 


mandantes warned that other media, 
“Unless they change their attitude, will 
have to receive the same medicine.” And a 
week later, the official Sandinista party 
newspaper laid out the new regime’s theory 
of the press. It wrote: “In our revolutionary 
process, therefore, there are only two alter- 
natives for journalists: Either they are revo- 
lutionaries or they are counterrevolutionar- 
ies. In Nicaragua, press freedom must be 
understood as the Sandinista people’s right 
to decide who should and who should not 
inform them.” 

Well, the original Sandinista commit- 
ments to the OAS [Organization of Ameri- 
can States], their obligations under the Gua- 
temala accord, and those under the Sapoa 
accord of last March have been continuous- 
ly violated. These have been Communist 
falsehoods told to deceive well-intentioned 
people. Token relaxations are done to pro- 
vide a smoke screen; then the regime 
clamps down again lest the Nicaraguan 
people believe it’s for real. And last Janu- 
ary, at the same time that the Sandinistas 
were again promising their democratic 
neighbors that they would honor their 
broken promises under the Guatemala 
accord, Nicaraguan opposition leaders and a 
senior editor of La Prensa were being ar- 
rested in Managua. 

The Sandinistas’ real face is not hard to 
find. A few years ago, the chief of censor- 
ship at the Interior Ministry explained the 
censoring of La Prensa with a comment 
that would have made George Orwell 
blush. She said, and I quote: “They accused 
us of suppressing freedom of expression. 
This was a lie, and we could not let them 
publish it.” 

Well, since the signing of the Guatemala 
accord a year ago, the Sandinistas have con- 
fiscated film from television crews, orga- 
nized mob attacks on journalists, electroni- 
cally commandeered radio stations to block 
news broadcasts, denied newsprint to La 
Prensa, and prevented the newspaper from 
getting paper elsewhere. Radio news pro- 
grams, the chief source of news in Nicara- 
gua, have been closed down again and 
again in recent months; and some 20 were 
never permitted to reopen in the first 
place. And there have been constant threats 
and acts of intimidation. What greater proof 
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can there be of how these dictators fear a 
free press than that Sandinista state televi- 
sion has been broadcasting vicious personal 
attacks on the publisher of La Prensa be- 
cause they fear her ability to tell the truth. 
Or when Interior Minister Tomas Borge 
summoned the director of a radio station to 
his office and personally beat the man 
bloody because the station had reported 
police attacks on members of a labor union 
who were on a hunger strike. And in a 
police state, when the head of the secret 
police beats you, you can’t hit back. 

Well, when the Guatemala accord was 
signed we knew it would produce one of 
two things: either Sandinista compliance or 
Sandinista exposure. Well, it has succeeded; 
the Sandinistas have been exposed. After 9 
long years under the Sandinista Commu- 
nists—in which Jews and Christians have 
been persecuted, business and labor op- 
pressed, children indoctrinated, a nation 
militarized, a people abused, and a region 
subject to constant aggression—the Sandi- 
nistas’ deceit and violence and corruption 
have caught up with them. After 9 years of 
lies, broken promises, and noncompliance, 
the Sandinistas’ mortgage is due. 

So, let’s be clear: The Sandinistas never 
could have taken power in 1979 had they 
not pledged themselves to genuine freedom 
and democracy and, on that basis, received 
the assistance of the Carter administration 
in gaining power—and then over $100 mil- 
lion in U.S. aid approved by vote of Con- 
gress. The Sandinistas could never have 
held power, as they have, had they not con- 
tinually taken new vows about their demo- 
cratic intentions. When are the people in 
Congress who’ve been lied to by the Sandi- 
nistas for 9 years going to get angry about 
it? When are the people in Nicaragua going 
to get the democracy that they fought for 
and that the Organization of American 
States set as the necessary condition for the 
government that it helped bring into being? 

Today I call upon the U.S. Congress to 
keep faith with itself. Last December, by a 
remarkable six to one margin, the House of 
Representatives passed the Byron-Tallon- 
Chandler amendment that enumerated 33 
specific items the Sandinistas would have to 
honor to comply with the Guatemala 
accord, four of them related directly to 
press freedom. The Sandinistas have failed 
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across the board to meet the minimum cri- 
teria specified by Congress. Unless Congress 
provides new aid to the resistance, I do not 
see how that body can expect any of its 
democratic requirements to be met or even 
taken seriously by the Sandinistas. 

A new chapter in this issue has now 
begun because we’ve reached a point 
where the true nature and intentions of the 
Sandinista regime are exposed and beyond 
dispute. From the crushing of press free- 
dom to the expansionist military plans re- 
vealed by Major Roger Miranda, we know 
who the Sandinistas are and the threat they 
pose in the region. And I hope that with 
this knowledge, a new consensus can be 
reached on our policy. 

And now I think the press has heard 
enough; they want to leave. 

Q. Are you backing the $47 million aid 
package which was approved? Are you 
backing a military aid package for the con- 
tras? 

The President. Yes, 1 am, as always. 

Q. How much? 

The President. 1 don’t know the exact 
amounts that are being talked about. But 
we could begin with $18 million worth of 
military supplies that are in warehouses, 
once passed by the Congress, and now 
they’re prohibited from releasing the mate- 
rial to the contras. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 


Nomination of John David Davenport 
To Be a Member of the Federal 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board 


August 3, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John David Davenport to 
be a member of the Federal Retirement 
Thrift Investment Board for a term of 3 
years. This is a reappointment. 

Since 1973 Mr. Davenport has been con- 
sultant and chairman for the Public Em- 
ployee Benefit Service Corporation in Okla- 
homa City, OK. He also serves with the 
Quail Creek National Bank in Oklahoma 
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City as director, since 1977, and chairman, 
since 1983. 

Mr. Davenport attended Midwestern Uni- 
versity. He was born September 8, 1936, in 
Wichita Falls, TX. He is married, has four 
children, and resides in Edmund, OK. 


Nomination of Sam Epstein Angel To 
Be a Member of the Mississippi River 
Commission 


August 3, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Sam Epstein Angel to be a 
member of the Mississippi River Commis- 
sion for a term of 9 years. This is a reap- 
pointment. 

Since 1969 Mr. Angel has been president 
of Epstein Land Co. and Epstein Gin Co. in 
Lake Village, AR. Prior to this he was gen- 
eral manager of Epstein Land Co. and Ep- 
stein Gin Co., 1960-1969. Mr. Angel also 
serves as vice president of the Standridge 
Flying Service of Lake Village, director of 
the Bank of Lake Village, and a member of 
the advisory committee of the Federal 
Land Bank Association of Southeast Arkan- 
sas. 
Mr. Angel served with the Army National 
Guard, 1957-1965, and the U.S. Army, 
1961-1962. He was born January 13, 1939, 
in Lake Village, AR. He is married, has two 
children, and resides in Lake Village. 


Nomination of Edwin J. Feulner, Jr., 
To Be a Member of the United States 
Advisory Commission on Public 
Diplomacy, and Designation as 
Chairman 


August 3, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edwin J. Feulner, Jr., to 
be a member of the United States Advisory 
Commission on Public Diplomacy for a 
term expiring July 1, 1991. This is a reap- 
pointment. Upon confirmation, he will be 
designated Chairman. 


Since 1977 Dr. Feulner has served as 
president of the Heritage Foundation in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this he was execu- 
tive director of the Republican Study Com- 
mittee of the United States House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Dr. Feulner graduated from Regis Col- 
lege (B.S., 1963), the Wharton School of 
Commerce and Finance at the University of 
Pennsylvania (M.B.A., 1976), and the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh (Ph. D., 1981). He was 
born August 12, 1941, in Chicago, IL. Dr. 
Feulner is married, has two children, and 
resides in Alexandria, VA. 


White House Statement on the Report 
of Presidential Emergency Board No. 
215 To Investigate a Railroad Labor 
Dispute 

August 3, 1988 


Presidential Emergency Board No. 215 
yesterday submitted its report to the Presi- 
dent concerning the disputes between the 
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation 
(PATH) and the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (IBEW). 

The Board was established on July 13, 
1988, by Executive Order 12646, at the re- 
quest of PATH. The Board was chaired by 
Herbert L. Marx, Jr., an arbitrator from 
New York City. Professor Daniel G. Collins 
of the New York University School of Law 
and Arbitrator M. David Vaughn of Wash- 
ington, DC, were appointed as members of 
the Board. 

The Board reported that as a result of 
public interest mediation conducted by the 
National Mediation Board the parties 
reached agreement, which was subsequent- 
ly ratified by the IBEW membership and 
approved by PATH board of directors. The 
agreement was signed by both parties on 
July 26, 1988. The veto period for the Gov- 
ernors of New York and New Jersey expired 
August 1, 1988. 
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Statement on the Senate’s Approval of 
the Omnibus Trade and 
Competitiveness Act of 1988 

August 3, 1988 


I am pleased the Senate has responded to 
my call yesterday and has joined the House 
by quickly approving, by an overwhelming 
bipartisan vote, a responsible trade bill that 
includes repeal of the windfall profits tax 
and many of the elements proposed as part 
of my 1987 competitiveness initiative. 
While this bill is not perfect—no bill 1,128 
pages in length ever is—on balance it will 
strengthen America’s international competi- 
tiveness. The bill therefore merits my ap- 
proval when it reaches my desk. 


Appointment of Donald Ian 
Macdonald as Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Drug Abuse Policy 
August 4, 1988 


The President today announced the ap- 


pointment of Donald Ian Macdonald, M.D., 
to be Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Drug Abuse Policy at the White House. Dr. 
Macdonald is currently serving as Special 
Assistant to the President. Dr. Macdonald 
will continue as the President’s adviser for 
drug abuse policy and is also providing 
advice and assistance regarding AIDS and 
the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 
epidemic. 

Dr. Macdonald came to the White House 
as Special Assistant to the President in Feb- 
ruary 1987 from the Department of Health 
and Human Services, where he served as 
Administrator of the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, 
and Mental Health Administration from 
July 1984 to June 1988. He also served as 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Health from 
December 1985 to July 1986. Dr. Macdon- 
ald is an Assistant Surgeon General in the 
U.S. Public Health Service and, since his 
appointment by the President in 1984, has 
served as a Governor of the American Na- 
tional Red Cross. Prior to joining the ad- 
ministration, Dr. Macdonald was a practic- 


ing pediatrician in Clearwater, FL, and a 
national leader in the parents movement 
against drug abuse. He was a clinical associ- 
ate professor of pediatrics at the University 
of South Florida, College of Medicine, and a 
member of the Florida Medical Association, 
serving as chairman of the association’s 
committee on substance abuse. He has been 
affiliated with numerous professional and 
public organizations and is the author of 
numerous articles on substance abuse and 
related topics. 

Dr. Macdonald graduated from Williams 
College in Williamstown, MA (1952), and 
Temple University Medical School in Phila- 
delphia, PA (1958). He is married and has 
four children. He was born April 15, 1931, 
in New York City. 


Nomination of Victor Blanco To Be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of 
the Inter-American Foundation, and 
Designation as Chairman 


August 4, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Victor Blanco to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Inter-American Foundation for a term ex- 
piring September 20, 1994. This is a reap- 
pointment. Upon confirmation, he will be 
designated Chairman. 

Since 1978 Mr. Blanco has been chairman 
of the board of Multiple Medical Manage- 
ment of Los Angeles, in Arcadia, CA, and 
president and chief executive officer for 
Blanco and Allaina Partnership, since 1979. 
Prior to this he was with the program divi- 
sion for international marketing in Latin 
America for Abbott Laboratories. 

Mr. Blanco received a B.S. degree from 
La Progresiva de Cardenas in Cuba and the 
University of Havana School of Veterinary 
Medicine, 1954-1957. He served in the U.S. 
Army, 1958-1961. He was born August 26, 
1936, in Cuba. He is married, has two chil- 
dren, and resides in Arcadia, CA. 
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Nomination of Lando W. Zech To Be an 
Alternate United States Representative 
to the 32d Session of the General 
Conference of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency 

August 4, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Lando W. Zech to be an 
Alternate Representative of the United 
‘States of America to the 32d Session (Sep- 
tember 19-23, 1988) of the General Confer- 
ence of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. 

Since 1986 Mr. Zech has been Chairman 
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this he was Com- 
missioner of the Nuclear Regulatory Com- 
mission, 1984-1986. He served in the 
United States Navy, 1944-1983, retiring as a 
vice admiral. 

Mr. Zech graduated from the United 
States Naval Academy (B.S., 1944); Armed 
Forces Staff College, 1958; National War 
College, 1968; and George Washington Uni- 
versity (M.S., 1971). He was born June 29, 
1923, in Astoria, OR. He is married, has five 
children, and resides in Falls Church, VA. 


Nomination of Frederick N. Khedouri 
To Be a Director of the Securities 
Investor Protection Corporation 
August 4, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Frederick N. Khedouri to 
be a Director of the Securities Investor Pro- 
tection Corporation for a term expiring De- 
cember 31, 1990. He would succeed David 
F. Goldberg. 

Since 1987 Mr. Khedouri has been associ- 
ate director and managing officer for Bear, 
Stearns and Co., Inc., in Washington, DC. 
Prior to this he was Deputy Chief of Staff 
and Assistant to the Vice President for 
Policy at the White House, 1985-1987. 
From 1981 to 1985, he was Associate Direc- 
tor for Natural Resources, Energy, and Sci- 


ence at the Office of Management and 
Budget, and served as Associate Director 
for Policy and Planning, 1983-1985. Mr. 
Khedouri also served as legislative director 
for U.S. Representative David A. Stockman, 
1977-1981. 

Mr. Khedouri graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Chicago (A.B., 1972) and the Univer- 
sity of Texas Law School (J.D., 1975). He 
was born June 17, 1950, in New York City. 
He is married, has two children, and resides 
in Washington, DC. 


Appointment of Dodie Truman Borup 
as a Member of the National 
Commission on Children 


August 4, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Dodie Truman Borup to be 
a member of the National Commission on 
Children for a term expiring March 31, 
1989. This is a new position. 

Since 1984 Commissioner Borup has been 
Commissioner for the Administration on 
Children, Youth, and Families at the De- 
partment of Health and Human Services in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this she was Spe- 
cial Assistant to the President and Director 
of the Office of Special Presidential Mes- 
sages at the White House, 1981-1984. She 
was director of the correspondence depart- 
ment for the Reagan-Bush Committee, 
1979-1981, and a writer and researcher for 
Deaver & Hannaford Public Relations, 
1978-1979. She has also served as a commu- 
nications specialist with the State depart- 
ment of finance in California, 1972-1975, 
and a staff writer and investigative reporter 
for the Oakland Tribune, 1960-1968. 

Commissioner Borup attended San Jose 
State University, 1956-1960. She was born 
September 12, 1938, in Oakland, CA. She is 
married, has two children, ten stepchildren, 
four stepgrandchildren, and resides in 
Vienna, VA. 
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re 5844—Thanksgiving Day, 


August 4, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The celebration of Thanksgiving Day is 
one of our Nation’s most venerable and 
cherished traditions. Almost 200 years ago, 
the first President of these United States, 
George Washington, issued the first national 
Thanksgiving Day Proclamation under the 
Constitution and recommended to the 
American people that they “be devoted to 
the service of that great and glorious Being, 
who is the beneficent Author of all the good 
that was, that is, or that will be.” He called 
upon them to raise “prayers and supplica- 
tions to the Great Lord and Ruler of Na- 
tions,” not merely for continued blessings 
on our own land but on all rulers and na- 
ticns that they might know “good govern- 
ment, peace, and concord.” 

A century ago, President Grover Cleve- 
land called for “prayers and song of praise” 
that would render to God the appreciation 
of the American people for His mercy and 
for the abundant harvests and rich rewards 
He had bestowed upon our Nation through 
the labor of its farmers, shopkeepers, and 
tradesmen. Both of these Proclamations in- 
cluded something else as well: a recognition 
of our shortcomings and transgressions and 
our dependence, in total and in every par- 
ticular, on the forgiveness and forbearance 
of the Almighty. 

Today, cognizant of our American herit- 
age of freedom and opportunity, we are 
again called to gratitude, thanksgiving, and 
contrition. Thanksgiving Day summons 
every American to pause in the midst of 
activity, however necessary and valuable, to 
give simple and humble thanks to God. This 
gracious gratitude is the “service” of which 
Washington spoke. It is a service that opens 
our hearts to one another as members of a 
single family gathered around the bounte- 
ous table of God’s Creation. The images of 
the Thanksgiving celebrations at America’s 
earliest settlkement—of Pilgrim and Iroquois 
Confederacy assembled in festive friend- 


ship—resonate with even greater power in 
our own day. People from every race, cul- 
ture, and creed on the face of the Earth 
now inhabit this land. Their presence illu- 
minates the basic yearning for freedom, 
peace, and prosperity that has always been 
the spirit of the New World. 

In this year when we as a people enjoy 
the fruits of economic growth and interna- 
tional cooperation, let us take time both to 
remember the sacrifices that have made 
this harvest possible and the needs of those 
who do not fully partake of its benefits. The 
wonder of our agricultural abundance must 
be recalled as the work of farmers who, 
under the best and worst of conditions, give 
their all to raise food upon the land. The 
gratitude that fills our being must be tem- 
pered with compassion for the needy. The 
blessings that are ours must be understood 
as the gift of a loving God Whose greatest 
gift is healing. Let us join then, with the 
psalmist of old: 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on His 
name, Make known His deeds among 
the peoples! 

Sing to Him, sing praises to Him, Tell of 
all His wonderful works! 

Glory in His holy name; Let the hearts of 
those who seek the Lord rejoice! 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 
1988, as a National Day of Thanksgiving, 
and I call upon the citizens of this great 
Nation to gather together in homes and 
places of worship on that day of thanks to 
affirm by their prayers and their gratitude 
the many blessings God has bestowed upon 
us 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of August, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:56 a.m., August 5, 1988] 
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White House Statement on the 

President’s Meeting With Secretary of 

— Richard Lyng on Drought 
elie 


August 5, 1988 


Secretary Lyng reported to the President 
on the final House and Senate conference 
report to provide drought relief to farmers. 
The Secretary said the bill was within the 
limits of the congressional budget agree- 
ment and represented a sound relief effort. 
The Secretary said the final bill carries out 
the objectives outlined by the President in 
his speech in Marion, IL, on July 14, 1988. 

The President said he was satisfied that 
the bill would offer payments to the farm- 
ers who actually suffer the losses. Secretary 
Lyng said the bill would provide real hope 
for those who suffered from this devastating 
drought. 

President Reagan has followed the 
drought closely, receiving briefings from 
Secretary Lyng on a weekly basis for the 
last 2 months. The President visited with 
farmers in Illinois and Iowa for a firsthand 
look at the problem. The President looks 
forward to a vote early next week on the 
conference report and quick passage of the 
legislation. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Indonesia-United States Convention on 
Taxation 


August 5, 1988 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice 
and consent to ratification, the Convention 
between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
the Republic of Indonesia for the Avoidance 
of Double Taxation and the Prevention of 
Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on 
Income, together with a related Protocol 
and exchange of notes, signed at Jakarta on 
July 11, 1988. I also transmit for the infor- 
mation of the Senate the report of the De- 
partment of State with respect thereto. 

The Convention is the first tax treaty to 
be negotiated between the United States 
and Indonesia. It is based on model income 


tax conventions of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, 
the United Nations, and the United States, 
with changes to reflect the tax laws and 
policies of the two countries. 

It is most desirable that this Convention, 
together with the related Protocol and ex- 
change of notes, be considered by the 
Senate as soon as possible and iat the 
Senate give advice and consent to ratifica- 
tion. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 5, 1988. 


Memorandums on the Federal Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus Epidemic 
Action Plan 


August 5, 1988 


Memorandum for Heads of Departments 
and Agencies 


I have approved a 10-point action plan as 
part of my response to the Report of the 
Presidential Commission on the Human Im- 
munodeficiency Virus (HIV) Epidemic. 

The plan expresses my concern about fair 
and compassionate treatment of HIV-infect- 
ed individuals and directs every Federal 
agency to adopt a policy based on the 
Office of Personnel Management’s (OPM’s) 
“Guidelines for AIDS Information and Edu- 
cation and for Personnel Management.” I 
also have asked American businesses, 
unions, and schools to examine and consider 
adopting education and personnel manage- 
ment policies based on the OPM and the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guide- 
lines. 

Many agencies have already adopted poli- 
cies based on the OPM guidelines. If your 
agency has not already done so, you should 
proceed to do so. The Office of Personnel 
Management is available to answer ques- 
tions or provide any needed assistance. The 
Justice Department and the Department of 
Health and Human Services offer additional 
sources of information and assistance. 

To further encourage businesses, unions, 
and schools as well as housing projects, cor- 
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rectional facilities, and others to adopt poli- 
cies based on OPM and CDC guidelines 
and provide the education that is vital to 
effective implementation, I also ask each of 
you to communicate through your programs 
the value of this approach. 

I am directing Donald Ian Macdonald, 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy, to monitor progress on our 
response to the Commission’s Report and 
provide me with status reports in Septem- 
ber and December, 1988. Please provide 
Dr. Macdonald with appropriate informa- 
tion about your progress. 


Ronald Reagan 


Memorandum for the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services 


I have approved a 10-point action plan as 
part of my response to the Report of the 
Presidential Commission on the Human Im- 
munodeficiency Virus (HIV) Epidemic. This 
plan addresses many issues that fall within 
the purview of your Department. 

In carrying out your functions, I ask that 
you address HIV-related activities as fol- 
lows: 

1. Review your FY 1989 spending plans 
to incorporate relevant recommendations of 
my HIV Commission. 

2. Convene a series of consensus confer- 
ences over a 12-month period involving 
State, local, and private groups to encour- 
age them to adopt the specific public health 
measures discussed in the Commission 
Report, such as increased counseling and 
testing, reporting of HIV infection, partner 
notification, and health care worker safety. 
One conference should address restrictive 
measures and criminal statutes directed to 
HIV-infected persons who knowingly persist 
in maintaining behaviors that transmit their 
infection. Another possible topic is the seri- 
ous problem of neighborhood resistance to 
facilities for the care of HIV patients, drug 
abusers, and group homes for HIV-infected 
infants and children. 

3. Increase the number of community- 
based educational programs, especially pro- 
grams directed to those women and mem- 
bers of minority groups who are at highest 
risk of HIV infection. These programs, and 
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especially those directed to youth, should 
place greater emphasis on my Principles for 
AIDS Education, especially those encourag- 
ing individuals to take responsibility for 
their efforts to prevent the spread of HIV 
infection. Please collaborate with the De- 
partment of Education in developing youth- 
oriented programs. 

4. Implement actions within the next 45 
days that address the blood safety issues 
raised by the Commission. This plan should 
address: (a) the prompt notification of trans- 
fusion recipients who are at increased risk 
of HIV infection; (b) steps to improve HIV 
laboratory quality and HIV screening tests; 
and, (c) ways to encourage the use of auto- 
logous transfusions in appropriate circum- 
stances. 

5. Implement actions within the next 60 
days to improve and accelerate further the 
process for development, evaluation, ap- 
proval, and distribution of HIV-related vac- 
cines, drugs, and devices. This plan should 
draw upon research of Federal and State 
governments, the private sector, academia, 
and national laboratories. 

6. Provide me, within 120 days, with an 
assessment of private incentives for devel- 
opment and marketing of HIV products, in- 
cluding an evaluation of the need, if any, to 
have Federal authority with which to offer 
increased incentives in exchange for royal- 
ties, licenses, or pricing concessions. This 
assessment should take into consideration 
solutions proposed in the February 1986 
report of the Tort Policy Working Group. 
In doing this assessment, please consult 
with the Departments of Justice and De- 
fense. 

7. Undertake an evaluation of our current 
system of health care financing to be com- 
pleted within 1 year. 

8. Conduct specific studies of ways to 
better promote out-of-hospital and case- 
managed care; to encourage States to estab- 
lish insurance risk pools for medically unin- 
surable persons; and to increase the respon- 
siveness of the public health and health 
services system to HIV-infected infants, 
children, adolescents, and to low-income 
disabled individuals. 

9. Provide me an update by December 
15, 1988, of the 1986 PHS plan for combat- 
ting HIV infection, reflecting, in part, both 
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the Commission Report and the recent 
Public Health Service Charlottesville plan- 
ning conference. 

I am directing Donald Ian Macdonald, 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy, to monitor progress on our 
response to the Commission’s Report and 
provide me with status reports in Septem- 
ber and December, 1988. Please provide 
Dr. Macdonald with appropriate informa- 
tion about your progress. 


Ronald Reagan 


Memorandum for the Attorney General 


I have approved a 10-point action plan as 
part of my response to the Report of the 
Presidential Commission on the Human Im- 
munodeficiency Virus (HIV) Epidemic. This 
plan expresses my concern about fair and 
compassionate treatment of HIV-infected 
individuals. 

To carry this out, please provide me with 
an expeditious review and response to the 
Commission’s recommendations on how the 
Federal government should provide direc- 
tion and leadership in encouraging nondis- 
crimination for HIV-infected individuals, in- 
cluding a review of current Federal and 
State laws in this area. 

I am directing Donald Ian Macdonald, 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy, to monitor progress on our 
response to the Commission’s Report and 
provide me with status reports in Septem- 
ber and December, 1988. Please provide 
Dr. Macdonald with appropriate informa- 
tion about your progress. 


Ronald Reagan 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


I have approved a 10-point action plan as 
part of my response to the Report of the 
Presidential Commission on the Human Im- 
munodeficiency Virus (HIV) Epidemic. This 
plan includes developing a multi-focused 
international initiative involving: encour- 
agement and assistance to international 
HIV efforts, with emphasis on less-devel- 
oped countries; a heightened U.S. commit- 
ment to international technical assistance 


within established technology transfer laws; 
and the development of a 3-year plan for 
international efforts against HIV infection. 

In carrying out your fuctions, I ask that 
you address HIV-related activities as fol- 
lows: 

1. Review your FY 1989 spending plans 
to incorporate relevant recommendations of 
my HIV Commission; 

2. Include in your FY 1990 budget sub- 
missions appropriate funds for the United 
States regular and special contributions to 
international HIV efforts, especially those in 
less-developed countries; 

3. Continue to emphasize our commit- 
ment to international technical assistance; 
and, 

4. Propose, within 120 days, a 3-year plan 
for international efforts against HIV infec- 
tion. 

I am directing Donald Ian Macdonald, 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy, to monitor progress on our 
response to the Commission’s Report and 
provide me with status reports in Septem- 
ber and December, 1988. Please provide 
Dr. Macdonald with appropriate informa- 
tion about your progress. 


Ronald Reagan 


Memorandum for the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget 


I have approved a 10-point action plan as 
part of my response to the Report of the 
Presidential Commission on the Human Im- 
munodeficiency Virus (HIV) Epidemic. As 
you know, I am committed to ensuring that 
the Federal government’s HIV-related ac- 
tivities receive appropriate resources and 
support, and that no impediments to their 
efficient use exist, consistent with good 
management. 

In carrying out your functions, I ask that 
you address HIV-related activities as fol- 
lows: 

1. Consult with the General Services Ad- 
ministration, the Office of Personnel Man- 
agement, and the Department of Health 
and Human Services to ensure that HIV 
activities included in the FY 1989 and FY 
1990 budgets reflect appropriate funding, 
personnel levels, and office and laboratory 
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space. The budget, as well as other manage- 
ment initiatives, should also address the re- 
moval of both administrative and statutory 
impediments to efficient use of these re- 
sources including grant, contract, and hiring 
procedures. OMB should take a positive 
role in removing any unnecessary adminis- 
trative and management impediments to 
the agencies’ attack on HIV infection. 

2. Ensure that my FY 1990 budget for 
HIV-related activities is submitted to the 
Congress in a timely manner, and that the 
Congress is encouraged to act on it quickly. 

I am directing Donald Ian Macdonald, 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy, to monitor progress on our 
response to the Commission’s Report and 
provide me with status reports in Septem- 
ber and December, 1988. Please provide 
Dr. Macdonald with appropriate informa- 
tion about your progress. 


Ronald Reagan 


Memorandum for the Director of the Office 
of Personnel Management 


I have approved a 10-point action plan as 
part of my response to the Report of the 
Presidential Commission on the Human Im- 
munodeficiency Virus (HIV) Epidemic. The 
plan directs every Federal agency to adopt 
a policy based on your Office’s “Guidelines 
for AIDS Information and Education and 
for Personnel Management.” 

To carry this out, you should offer Feder- 
al departments and agencies the assistance 
of your Office in helping develop any nec- 
essary agency modifications. 

I am directing Donald Ian Macdonald, 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Drug 
Abuse Policy, to monitor progress on our 
response to the Commission’s Report and 
provide me with status reports in Septem- 
ber and December, 1988. Please provide 
Dr. Macdonald with appropriate informa- 
tion about your progress, including an 
update at regular intervals on agency ac- 
tions on the guidelines. 


Ronald Reagan 
Note: Each memorandum was issued as a 


separate release by the Office of the Press 
Secretary. 
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Message to the Congress on the 
Federal Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus Epidemic Action Plan 


August 5, 1988 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I have approved a 10-point action plan to 
advance the national and international re- 
sponse to the public health threat caused by 
the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) 
infection and the AIDS epidemic. These 
strong measures require compassion, coop- 
eration, and commitment from all levels of 
government ana all segments of society. 

It is imperative that action and progress 
continue in the Federal government and in 
the private sector, as well as throughout the 
Nation. Those infected with the HIV must 
be treated with dignity and compassion as 
our health systems accelerate their response 
to the infection. To this end, my initiatives 
direct that every Federal agency adopt poli- 
cies and guidelines on compassionate treat- 
ment of HIV-infected persons in the work- 
place. I ask that unions, schools, businesses, 
and private citizens consider adopting simi- 
lar guidelines. The 10-point action plan is 
consistent with the fine work and recom- 
mendations of the President’s Commission, 
which has moved the Nation forward in its 
understanding of the HIV infection and 
AIDS. 

I now ask the Congress to take another 
important step forward; I ask you to enact 
the FY 1989 appropriations for HIV activi- 
ties as expeditiously as possible. I further 
call on the Congress to adopt the FY 1990 
budget request regarding HIV measures as 
soon as possible after the budget is submit- 
ted. 

It is imperative to the future of our 
Nation that we move with compassion and 
skill to ease the tremendous human, social, 
and economic costs caused by the HIV in- 
fection and AIDS. I know we can work to- 
gether in this matter of tremendous con- 
cern and priority for all Americans. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
August 5, 1988. 
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Letter Accepting the Resignation of 
James A. Baker III as Secretary of the 
Treasury 


August 5, 1988 


Dear Jim: 

Your letter of today wasn’t entirely unex- 
pected, but I have to admit to mixed feel- 
ings. After all, you've been with me for 
more than eight years now as a trusted 
friend and adviser. But you’re going on to 
something of fundamental importance— 
helping to elect George Bush as the next 
President of the United States. 

One of the things that I hope will make 
your new job easier is your own solid record 
of accomplishment and extraordinary serv- 
ice to the American people. As White 
House Chief of Staff for four years, you 
managed the legislative process that pro- 
duced the Economic Recovery Tax Act and 
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 
1981, the Social Security Reform Act of 
1983, and countless other victories. You 
provided wise foreign policy counsel in Na- 
tional Security Council deliberations, and 
you guided my 1984 reelection campaign to 
its 49-State win. 

As Secretary of the Treasury, you shep- 
herded tax reform through Congress—a job 
that many said could never be done. You 
moved our third-world debt strategy to a 
new, growth-oriented stage. You helped 
resist the threat of protectionism, and ad- 
vanced the historic U.S.-Canada Free Trade 
Agreement. And you negotiated masterfully 
with your colleagues in the Group of Five 
and Group of Seven—creating a new and 
more effective framework for the coordina- 
tion of international economic policy. As my 
principal economic adviser, you can take 
justifiable pride in the fact that our eco- 
nomic policies have now produced a record 
69 consecutive months of peacetime growth 
and kept inflation down while reducing un- 
employment to the lowest levels in 14 years 
and creating record numbers of new jobs 
for Americans. What a legacy! 

You and I first met when we opened 
Texas campaign offices for the 1972 Presi- 
dential election. Later, I was somewhat sur- 
prised to learn of your grandfather’s admo- 
nition to: “Work hard, study, and keep out 
of politics.” His view represented a healthy 
strain of American skepticism about the po- 


tential pitfalls of involvement with politics. 
But in your career you have set an impor- 
tant example: You have clearly demonstrat- 
ed that the best of the political arts can be 
combined with first-class professionalism in 
the effective pursuit of America’s interests. 

So it is with tremendous admiration and 
gratitude that I accept your resignation ef- 
fective August 18. I’m proud of all you’ve 
done and of the job that awaits you. Come 
to think if it, I’m sure your grandfather 
would be proud, too! 

Nancy joins me in wishing you and Susan 
every happiness. God bless you and all the 
Baker family. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


[The Honorable James A. Baker, III, Secretary of 
the Treasury, Washington, D.C. 20220] 


August 5, 1988 


Dear Mr. President: 

Immediately after your election victory 
almost eight years ago, you broke the mold 
of convention. You named as your White 
House Chief of Staff the former campaign 
manager of your last competitor in the pri- 
mary campaign. In doing so, you not only 
surprised most political and governmental 
observers, you shocked me as well. But at 
the same time, you gave me an opportunity 
to serve for which I will always be pro- 
foundly grateful. 

Thanks to your willingness to entrust me 
with responsibility, I was able to participate 
directly in what you rightly termed a New 
Beginning. In your first term, I was able to 
share in the euphoric sense of victory as 
your economic program was enacted; in the 
renewed sense of pride as respect for Amer- 
ica was restored at home and abroad; and in 
appreciation for your very special bond 
with the American people—who gave you 
an extraordinary vote of confidence, re- 
electing you with a forty-nine state electoral 
majority. 

In your second term, you honored me 
again by entrusting me with responsibility 
as your Secretary of the Treasury. You thus 
afforded me a special opportunity to help 
formulate and implement economic policy 
in a challenging historical context. I am par- 
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ticularly grateful for having had the oppor- 
tunity to help advance three of your initia- 
tives that I believe will be widely judged to 
have lasting significance: in domestic eco- 
nomic policy, historical tax reform; and in 
international economic policy, a new system 
of economic policy coordination endorsed 
by the Heads of State and Government at 
several annual Economic Summits and a 
Free Trade Agreement between the U.S. 
and Canada, the world’s two largest trading 
partners. 

I have alluded to but a few of the 
achievements that have made me, like so 
many people, proud to be associated with 
your Presidency. You have achieved the 
first successful two-term presidency in 
almost three decades. I am confident that 
historians will view the Reagan era as one 
in which America refound her pride, her 
strength, her confidence and her proper di- 
rection—for which, of course, we must be 
all deeply thankful to you. 

There is no way I can fully repay you for 
the trust and kindness you have shown me. 
But, as you know, the Vice President has 
asked that I assume the Chairmanship of his 
Presidential election campaign. And it does 
seem to me that in seeking to advance your 
Vice President’s candidacy, I could best 
help insure the survival of your legacy and 
assure that your remarkable contributions 
are extended on toward the twenty-first 
century. I therefore respectfully request 
that you accept my resignation as Secretary 
of the Treasury—and propose that this-res- 
ignation be effective on August 17 in order 
that I might assume my new responsibilities 
upon the Vice President’s nomination for 
the Presidency at our party’s National Con- 
vention. 

In a way, it would thus seem that I might 
go out where I came in. But I have been 
forever enriched by the experience you 
have afforded me. And, of course, the world 
has changed substantially in the intervening 
almost eight years. Happily, that change has 
been for the better. Now, the challenge is 
to carry forward the progress you have fos- 
tered—and to build upon it. I seek to help 
meet that challenge with an image of your 
bold and effective leadership etched for- 
ever in my mind—and with appreciation 
for your warmth and kindness deep in my 
heart. 
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Susan joins me in gratitude and affection 
to you and to Nancy, and in our warmest 
wishes for continued success, health, and 
happiness to you both. 

Sincerely, 

Jim 
James A. Baker, III 


[The President, The White House, Washington, 
D.C. 20500] 


Remarks Announcing the Resignation 
of James A. Baker III as Secretary of 
the Treasury and the Nominaticn of 
Nicholas F. Brady 


August 5, 1988 


The President. Well, as Jim Baker would 
say, “It’s finally a done deal.” I say so long, 
but not goodbye, to a friend today. I’ve ac- 
cepted with regret the resignation of James 
A. Baker III as Secretary of the Treasury. 
And I’m announcing that I intend to nomi- 
nate in his place Nicholas F. Brady. 

The changes we brought about in Amer- 
ica required the dedication and hard work 
of a massive team of people. But Jim Baker 
has helped lead the charge since he strode 
into my campaign in his cowboy boots in 
the summer of 1980. He’s taken his licks 
and earned his stripes. And, Jim, if there 
ever was a Reaganite, you're it. Jim’s man- 
agement, organization, and savvy were es- 
sential to the enormous success of the 1980 
campaign. As Chief of Staff throughout my 
first term, those same skills were turned to 
governing. He was at my side as we deliv- 
ered on our promises to the people: cutting 
and reforming taxes, reducing regulations, 
restraining the growth of spending, rebuild- 
ing America’s defenses, and becoming once 
again a proud force for freedom around the 
world. Jim managed the legislative process 
that produced, among other victories, the 
historic Economic Recovery Tax Act of 
1981 and the Social Security Compromise 
of 1983 that rescued the system. As Treas- 
ury Secretary, Jim ushered in the tax 
reform everyone had said was impossible. 
He brought about a new and better system 
of international economic policy coordina- 
tion and led the effort to achieve a free 
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trade agreement between the United States 
and Canada. 

Jim is leaving to become chairman of 
George Bush’s Presidential campaign. And 
as you go, let me tell you this: You’re a 
friend whom I will miss. You’ve been a 
secret of our success. Now, Jim, go do it for 
George. 

And I’m pleased to be able to announce 
that I will nominate such an able successor 
as Nick Brady. Nick has answered my call 5 
times before. He also served as the United 
States Senator from New Jersey and has 
been a leader in the investment communi- 
ty. I cannot imagine anyone more qualified 
to step in as Treasury Secretary. And once 
confirmed, he will become the chief eco- 
nomic spokesman for my administration. 
Nick’s sure hand at the helm would ensure 
the steady continuation of the economic 
policies that have brought about the longest 
economic recovery in our history and job 
opportunities that have resulted in the 
lowest unemployment rate in 14 years. 

The theme of this administration has 
been: “Others talk, we deliver.” Jim and 
Nick are doers who share my vision of what 
can be. And I’m proud and grateful for 
their help. 

Jim, I wish you luck. And, Nick, welcome 
to what just might be the most active 6 
months of this administration. 

And now I think Jim has something to 
say. 

Secretary Baker. Thank you very much, 
Mr. President. After your election victory 
almost 8 years ago, I think it’s fair to say 
that you broke the mold of convention. You 
named as your White House Chief of Staff 
the former campaign manager of your last 
competitor in the primary campaign. In 
doing so, you not only surprised most politi- 
cal and governmental observers, you 
shocked me as well. But at the same time, 
you gave me an opportunity to serve for 
which I will always be profoundly grateful. 
Thanks to your willingness to entrust me 
with responsibility, I was able to participate 
directly in what you rightly termed a new 
beginning. 

You have achieved, Mr. President, the 
first successful two-term Presidency in 
almost three decades. Mr. President, I’m 
confident that historians will view the 
Reagan era as one in which America re- 


found her pride, her strength, her confi- 
dence, and her proper direction, for which, 
of course, we must all be deeply thankful to 
you. 

You know, I feel there’s no way I can 
fully repay you for the trust and the kind- 
ness which you have shown me over the 
years. But as you’ve noted, the Vice Presi- 
dent has asked that I assume the chairman- 
ship of his Presidential election campaign. 
And it does seem to me that in seeking to 
advance your Vice President’s candidacy I 
can best help ensure the survival of your 
legacy and assure that your remarkable con- 
tributions are extended on toward the 21st 
century. The challenge, of course, is to 
carry forward the progress that you have 
fostered and to build upon that progress. I 
seek to help meet that challenge, with an 
image of your effective leadership etched 
forever in my mind and with appreciation 
for your warmth and your kindness deep in 
my heart. 

Mr. President, I know you will be well 
served by your excellent choice of the dis- 
tinguished former Senator Nick Brady as 
my successor. 

Nick. 

Mr. Brady. Mr. President, I’m honored 
by your confidence. And I’m proud, subject 
to confirmation by the Senate, to serve in 
your Cabinet. Your administration has 
broyght to this country the longest sus- 
tained period of prosperity in recent years. 
Under Jim Baker’s firm hand, the United 
States has reestablished itself as a leader in 
world financial circles. I look forward to 
continuing this progress, serving you and 
the American people. 

Thank you. 


Reporter. Secretary Baker, can you tell us 
what you’re going to do to shape up the 
Bush campaign, with an 18- to 20-point def- 
icit in the polls? 

Secretary Baker. 'm going to answer 
those questions right now over at the cam- 
paign headquarters. 

Q. Well, Mr. President, if you can tell 
us—— 

Q. Mr. President, are you relieved that 
Oliver North’s trial has been postponed 
until after the election? 
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The President. I'm not going to take any 
questions here. They can’t, for a very legiti- 
mate reason—— 

Q. Mr. Brady, were you promised to stay 
on in the Bush—if Vice President Bush 
wins, are you staying on? 

Mr. Brady. I'm going to answer any ques- 
tions and make any statements during my 
Senate confirmation. 

Thank you for your interest. 


Note: The President spoke to reporters at 
4:30 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the 
White House. 
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July 31 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 


August 1 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—Cypriot President George Vassiliou, to 
discuss the U.N. negotiations on the 
unification of Cyprus; 

—State legislative leaders, to discuss cam- 
paign strategy for the 1988 and 1990 
State elections; 

—the Domestic Policy Council, to consid- 
er proposed Canada-U.S. agreements 
on nitrogen oxide; 

—Secretary of the Interior Donald Paul 
Hodel, to discuss the Secretary’s visit to 
areas devastated by forest fires. 

The President announced his intention to 

appoint the following individuals to he 
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members of the Intergovernmental Adviso- 
ry Council on Education: 


For the remainder of the term expiring July 
27, 1990: 


Donald J. Devine, of Maryland. He would suc- 
ceed M. Joyce Van Schaack. Since 1985 Mr. 
Devine has been president of the Donald 
Devine Co. in Alexandria, VA. 


For terms expiring July 27, 1992: 

C. Ronald Kimberling, of California. He would 
succeed Selma S. Morrell. Mr. Kimberling is 
currently executive director of the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Foundation in Los Ange- 
les, CA. 

Thelma M. Neff, of Missouri. She would succeed 
George N. Smith. Since 1972 Mrs. Neff has 
been a teacher of learning-disabled students at 
Hickory Hills Middle School in Springfield, 
MO. 

Herb A. Sang, of Florida. He would succeed 
Glenn Stratton Carew. Since 1976 Mr. Sang has 
been superintendent of schools for the Duval 
County public schools in Jacksonville, FL. 


August 2 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—the Republican congressional leader- 
ship, to discuss the Worker Adjustment 
and Retraining Notification Act; 

—Judge Harry Leinenweber; 

—U.S. Ambassadors Richard L. Williams 
(Mongolia), Charles Gargano (Trinidad 
and Tobago), Mary A. Ryan (Swaziland), 
Robert S. Barrett (Djibouti), and Jeffrey 
Davidow (Zambia), prior to their depar- 
ture for their overseas posts. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 

a reception for the Brady Foundation. 


August 3 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—members of Citizens for America, a na- 
tional civic organization, for lunch. 





August 4 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—Secretary of Labor Ann D. McLaughlin 
and Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Otis R. Bowen, to discuss the 
Youth 2000 Initiative, a program pro- 
moting literacy and employment op- 
portunities among high school gradu- 
ates; 

—Senator Paul S. Trible, Jr., of Virginia; 

—Defense advisers, to discuss the veto of 
the National Defense Authorization Act 
of 1989; 

—the Low Income Opportunity Board 
staff. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
State Justice Institute for terms expiring 
July 17, 1991: 


Daniel John Meador, of Virginia. This is a reap- 
pointment. Since 1970 Mr. Meador has been a 
James Monroe Professor of Law at the Univer- 
sity of Virginia Law School in Charlottesville. 

Clement Clay Torbert, Jr., of Alabama. This is a 
reappointment. Since 1977 Mr. Torbert has 
been Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Alabama in Montgomery, AL. 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
United States Institute of Peace for terms 
expiring January 19, 1993. 


John Norton Moore, of Virginia. This is a reap- 
pointment. Since 1976 Mr. Moore has been the 
director of the Center for Oceans Law and 
Policy and a professor of law at the University 
of Virginia in Charlottesville. 

Dennis L. Bark, of California. This is a reap- 
pointment. Since 1980 Dr. Bark has been a 
senior fellow and coordinator for the national 
security affairs program at the Hoover Institu- 
tion, Stanford University. 

Evron M. Kirkpatrick, of Maryland. This is a 
reappointment. Since 1960 Dr. Kirkpatrick has 
been president of the Helen Dwight Reid Edu- 
cational Foundation in Washington, DC. 
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Allen Weinstein, of the District of Columbia. 
This is a reappointment. Since 1985 Dr. Wein- 
stein has been president of the Center for De- 
mocracy in Washington, DC. 


August 5 

The President met at the White House 
with Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, As- 
sistant to the President for National Securi- 
ty Affairs. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the 23d annual report of the Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
covering calendar year 1987. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a farewell reception for Attorney General 
Edwin Meese III. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Reagan attended the rehearsal for “In Per- 
formance,” one of a series of concerts tele- 
vised by the Public Broadcasting Services, 
at the South Portico of the White House. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted August 1 


James E. Goodby, 

of New Hampshire, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Career 
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Greece. 


Sonia Laundau, 

of New York, to be Coordinator for Interna- 
tional Communications and Information 
Policy, with the rank of Ambassador, vice 
Diana Lady Dougan, resigned. 
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Nominations—Continued 
Submitted August 2 


Roberts T. Jones, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Labor, vice Roger Dale Semerad, resigned. 


Lawrence J. Jensen, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
vice Francis S. Blake. 


Marvin Hamlisch, 

of New York, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Council on the Arts, National Foun- 
dation on the Arts and the Humanities, for 
a term expiring September 3, 1994, vice 
Allen Drury, term expiring. 


Submitted August 3 


Jay C. Waldman, 

of Pennsylvania, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylva- 
nia, vice Daniel H. Huyett III, retired. 


Clair W. Burgener, 

of California, to be a member of the Board 
for International Broadcasting for a term 
expiring April 28, 1991 (reappointment). 


Donald M. Clark, 

of New York, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Advisory Council on Educational Re- 
search and Improvement for a term expir- 
ing September 30, 1991, vice Donald Beer, 
term expiring. 


Submitted August 5 


John David Davenport, 

of Oklahoma, to be a member of the Feder- 
al Retirement Thrift Investment Board for 
a term of 3 years (reappointment). 


Sam Epstein Aagel, 

of Arkansas, to be a member of the Mississip- 
pi River Comunission for a term of 9 years 
(reappointment). 


Nominations—Continued 
Submitted August 5—Continued 


Edwin.J. Feulner, Jr., 

of Virginia, to be a member of the United 
States Advisory Commission on Public Di- 
plomacy for a term expiring July 1, 1991 
(reappointment). 
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H.J. Res. 569 / Public Law 100-376 
Designating July 24 through 30, 1988, as 
“Lyme Disease Awareness Week” 


SJ. Res. 338 /' Public Law 100-377 
To designate August 1, 1988 as “Helsinki 
Human Rights Day” 
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S. 2527 / Public Law 100-379 
Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notifi- 
cation Act 
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spect to the Chicago and Northwestern 
Transportation Company _labor-manage- 
ment dispute 
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